
 Called 

 Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I 
 have appointed you a prophet to the nations. 

 Jeremiah 1:5 

 We  believers  have  so  many  objections  to  being  used  by  God.  Those  of  us  who  do  want  Him 
 to  use  us,  often  tend  to  want  Him  to  stick  with  the  way  we  think  we  can  be  used,  drawing 
 on  our  strengths  and  skills  and  abilities.  That’s  not  even  touching  the  vast  majority  of 
 society who has no interest in God at all, much less being used by Him. 

 I  moved  into  Jeremiah  this  morning  in  my  personal  study  and  was  excited  to  be  stopped 
 by  the  Holy  Spirit  right  o�  the  bat.  I  only  made  it  to  verse  5  of  the  first  chapter  before  I  felt 
 Him  speaking  to  my  heart.  There  is  such  comfort  in  this  verse,  such  a�rmation.  These 
 words  were  spoken  by  God  to  Jeremiah,  but  they  apply  to  all  of  us.  Before  we  were  formed 
 (made,  molded,  put  together)  in  the  womb,  He  knew  us.  Before  we  were  born  we  were  set 
 apart  for  Him.  One  of  my  favorite  phrases  is  “Imago  Dei,”  which  means  “in  the  image  of 
 God.”  We  are  made  in  His  image  (Genesis  1:26),  and  made  for  relationship,  for  connection  to 
 Him. 

 The  last  part  of  that  verse  is  specific  to  Jeremiah:  “I  have  appointed  you  a  prophet  to  the 
 nations.”  But  if  we  are  believers  in  Christ,  if  we  have  placed  our  faith  in  Him,  then  we  have 
 been  appointed  as  well.  In  2  Corinthians  5:20,  we  learn  that  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ, 
 as  though  God  were  making  an  appeal  through  us.  So  if  I  apply  that  portion  of  the  feature 
 verse to my own life, it would read “I have appointed you an ambassador for Christ.” 

 The  method  is  immaterial,  meaning  how  He  chooses  to  use  us,  whether  it  is  through 
 speaking,  writing,  singing,  worshipping,  reading  His  word,  attending  worship  services, 
 feeding  the  needy,  being  kind  to  others,  or  any  number  of  other  ways  and  means.  The 
 point is the purpose. We  have  purpose in Christ. We  have a job to do. We have been called. 

 Jeremiah  objected  right  o�  the  bat.  He  said  he  was  too  young.  God  shot  that  down,  just 
 like  he  shot  down  Moses’s  objections  when  He  called  him.  He  reassured  Jeremiah  that  He 
 would  be  with  him.  And  you  know  what?  He  will  be  with  us  too.  We  may  be  scared,  we  may 
 be  unsure,  we  may  think  we  have  nothing  to  o�er;  and  we’re  right.  But  God  can  do 
 anything, use anyone, and  will  accomplish His purpose. 

 I  pray  that  we  remember  that  we  have  been  called,  to  submit  to  Him,  to  love  Him,  to  obey 
 Him  and  go  wherever  He  sends  us,  do  whatever  He  has  for  us  to  do.  Fear  is  natural,  but 
 God  is  with  us.  It  may  not  look  like  what  we  think  it  will,  but  God  put  us  together  in  the 
 womb for such a time as this. We have been called. Let us hear and obey. 

 Father, we thank You as our Creator for Your marvelous works. We thank You for 
 choosing to use us, for calling us to Yourself. Help us to hear Your call and submit our hearts 

 to You, to obey without question and without fear. 
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