
 I am the Lord 

 “You are My witnesses,” declares the Lord, “And My servant whom I have chosen, so that you 
 may know and believe Me and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, 

 and there will be none after Me. I, even I, am the Lord, and there is no savior besides Me.” 
 Isaiah 43:10-11 

 We  humans  are  so  short-sighted  aren’t  we.  We  look  around  and  put  stock  in  our  bank 
 accounts,  our  friends,  our  spouses,  our  employers,  even  our  churches  and  pastors  and 
 Sunday  school  teachers.  We  rely  on  nature,  on  seasons  and  weather  patterns  and 
 mountains  and  valleys.  We  base  our  futures  on  what  we  can  see  and  touch,  and  assume 
 that things we can assess by our five senses are the only knowable things. 

 There  is  more  in  heaven  and  earth  than  can  be  seen  by  our  eyes,  heard  with  our  ears,  felt 
 with  our  fingers.  It  seems  impossible  that  we  would  be  able  to  grasp  what  is  ungraspable, 
 to know what is unknowable. Yet, the Unknowable God has called us to be His witnesses. 

 I  love  the  declarative  nature  of  the  feature  verses  above.  There  is  no  room  for  argument  or 
 debate,  no  other  way  or  person  or  perspective.  “Before  Me  there  was  no  God  formed,  and 
 there  will  be  none  after  Me.”  “I  am  the  Lord.”  It  is  simple,  concrete,  and  complete.  There  is 
 nothing in heaven or on earth that can be called a god, other than God. 

 Yet  how  often  we  set  up  finite  things  in  His  place!  We,  like  ancient  Israel,  take  what  has 
 been  created  and  worship  it  as  the  Creator.  We  worship  all  the  things  mentioned  above, 
 and  never  pay  a  thought  to  the  One  who  spoke  it  all  into  existence.  Whether  we 
 acknowledge it or not, we often set up other gods in our lives. 

 But  what  else  matters  but  Jehovah,  the  Creator  of  all  we  see  and  touch  and  experience, 
 who  has  called  us  by  name,  who  chose  us  to  “know  and  believe”  Him  and  to  understand 
 that  He  is  God.  When  I  think  about  all  that  I  choose  to  focus  on  in  my  life  besides  Him, 
 then  read  the  feature  verses  above,  it  forces  me  to  put  things  in  perspective.  I  find  that  I 
 am  often  guilty  of  paying  Him  lip  service,  then  going  right  back  to  my  worry  over  this 
 situation  or  that.  Even  my  thoughts  that  I’ll  get  back  to  Him  shortly  point  the  finger  of 
 guilt  at  me.  It  should  be  the  other  way  around.  It  should  be  that  my  thoughts  are  centered 
 so completely on Him that I must force myself to concentrate on anything else. 

 I  find  that  this  is  not  often  the  case,  much  to  my  sorrow.  I  am  thankful  for  these  verses  that 
 have  captured  my  attention,  that  have  highlighted  my  erroneous  thoughts  and  false 
 perspectives.  He,  even  He,  is  the  Lord,  and  there  is  no  savior  beside  Him.  I  stand  as  His 
 witness, albeit a poor one, and pray that my witness becomes better each day. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You for the conviction that comes from reading 
 Your living word. We recognize that You are God alone and beside You there is none other. We 

 ask that You help us be witnesses to Your glory and remain faithful and true to You. 
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