
 Unfruitful 

 And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns this is the man who hears the word, and 
 the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes 

 unfruitful. 
 Matthew 13:22 

 As  I  read  the  feature  verse  above,  the  thought  hits  me  over  and  over  that  I  don’t  want  to 
 be  unfruitful.  It’s  the  point  of  the  Christian  life,  isn’t  it,  to  bear  fruit?  I  don’t  like  to  think  that 
 the  soil  within  my  heart  is  thorny  ground,  but  I  have  to  face  the  fact  that  likely  there  are 
 some.  If  thorns  are  defined  as  the  “worry  of  the  world”  and  the  “deceitfulness  of  wealth,” 
 then I would have to agree that there have been thorns of worry and deceit in my heart. 

 I  find  it  interesting  that  Jesus  is  very  specific  about  the  thorns  that  choke  the  word.  It  is 
 the  worry  of  the  world  and  the  deceitfulness  of  wealth  .  Those  two  items  encompass  a  wide 
 variety of things, but they are all within the same scope. 

 The  “world”  mentioned  here  is  an  age,  an  era.  The  time  period  I  live  in.  I  know  I  can  point  to 
 a  lot  of  di�erent  things  and  call  them  concerning,  things  in  the  government,  things  in 
 people’s  mindsets  and  pursuits.  But  narrowing  it  down,  what  is  in  my  own  little  life  that 
 causes  concern?  Unfortunately,  there  are  several  things  I  can  pick  out.  But  the  litmus  test 
 is  when  those  concerns  crowd  my  mind  when  I’m  studying  God’s  word.  It  is  literally  choking 
 out the word. 

 The  deceitfulness  of  wealth  doesn’t  seem  that  di�cult  to  pinpoint,  does  it?  At  a  high-level 
 overview,  I  could  say  that  wealth  is  not  something  that  drives  me.  But  when  I  pick  things 
 apart,  I  find  that  even  modest  finances  carry  with  them  deceit.  “If  I  just  had  enough  to  pay 
 this  or  that  o�,  then  I  would  be  fine.”  But  where  is  my  attention?  My  attention  is  not  on  the 
 word  of  God.  In  addition,  when  I  make  choices  that  do  not  line  up  with  God’s  Word  and 
 then  ignore  them  when  I  sit  down  to  study  it  because  it’s  just  about  money,  I  have  been 
 deceived. 

 When  the  Word  takes  deep  root  in  my  heart,  I  begin  living  it  out.  That  living,  breathing 
 entity  that  is  the  miracle  of  God’s  Word  has  a  life  of  its  own.  I  want  it  to  change  me,  but  I 
 don’t  want  to  let  go  of  the  worries  that  I  carry  around  with  me.  I  want  it  to  grow  into  a 
 fruit-bearing  tree  of  life,  but  I  spend  more  time  cultivating  the  thorns  around  it  than  I  do 
 the tree itself. 

 There’s  some  gardening  that  needs  to  be  done  in  my  heart.  I  thank  God  for  the  truth  that 
 He reveals when we seek Him. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You for the truth and the life contained within 
 it. We know that Your truth is not always comfortable, but it is life-giving. Help us to cultivate 

 our hearts to receive Your word and grow. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


