
 Walking Wounded 

 For the heart of this people has become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have 
 closed their eyes, otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and 

 understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them. 
 Matthew 13:15 

 I  can’t  think  of  a  verse  that  more  aptly  describes  the  state  of  the  world  we  live  in  today 
 than  the  feature  verse  above:  dull,  deaf,  and  blind  to  the  things  of  God.  It’s  heartbreaking. 
 Standing  on  this  side  of  His  mercy  and  grace,  I  know  the  depth  of  the  healing  He  o�ers. 
 He  has  touched  deep,  festering  wounds  in  my  heart  that  had  become  so  ingrained  in  me 
 that  I  didn’t  even  notice  them  anymore.  He  has  changed  me;  I  praise  His  holy  name  that 
 He is  still  changing me. 

 There  are  so  many  people  who  are  walking  wounded  and  have  just  accepted  this  state  as 
 their  reality.  So  many  fight  battles  every  day  without  even  the  first  scrap  of  armor.  So 
 many  have  given  up  fighting  and  settled  into  the  misery  of  their  existence.  So  many  have 
 given  in  to  the  clamoring  noise  of  this  world  to  the  point  that  they  can’t  hear  the  whisper 
 of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  now  have  accepted  the  lie  that  this  is  all  there  is.  This  truth  grieves 
 the  heart  of  Almighty  God.  This  blindness  is  not  confined  to  the  unsaved  world.  It  pervades 
 the  body  of  Christ  as  well.  It  is  especially  painful  to  know  that  there  are  those  walking 
 wounded  who  have  the  seed  of  life  within  them  but  they  have  covered  it  over,  tamped  it 
 down,  and  do  not  believe  in  its  power.  They  can’t  see  Him,  they  can’t  hear  Him,  and  they 
 don’t understand Him. 

 But  all  that  we  read  in  His  word  is  true.  All  the  mercy,  grace,  forgiveness,  and  love  is  real. 
 He  longs  for  you.  He  longs  for  you  to  open  your  heart  to  Him,  to  let  Him  in.  Jesus’s  words 
 in  Revelation  3:20  are  as  true  today  as  when  they  were  revealed  to  John  the  Revelator: 
 Behold  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock;  if  anyone  hears  My  voice  and  opens  the  door,  I  will 
 come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 

 He  is  still  knocking.  He  is  a  gentleman  and  will  not  come  in  if  you  don’t  invite  Him,  if  you 
 don’t  open  the  door.  There  are  doors  and  closets  and  hidden  places  in  our  hearts  that  He 
 will  not  enter  unless  we  allow  Him  to.  But  when  we  do,  He  unwinds  the  tangled  threads,  He 
 touches  and  soothes  the  burning  wounds,  He  digs  up  the  fallow  ground  and  plants  His 
 life within. 

 There  is  healing,  there  is  help,  there  is  hope  in  the  Name  of  Jesus,  and  there  are  so  many 
 who  need  it.  I  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  open  eyes,  open  ears,  and  open  hearts  to 
 receive. 

 Father, we thank You for Your unending love for us. We thank You for Your patience, for Your 
 compassion on all of us, for we need You so much. Instill in us Your love for those walking 
 wounded, and help us share the life and love we have found so they can experience You. 
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