
 Choose Sides 

 He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters. 
 Matthew 12:30 

 There  are  many  childhood  games  that  require  choosing  between  one  side  or  another. 
 There’s  little  repercussion  for  choosing  the  wrong  side  during  those  games,  and  many 
 participants  go  on  to  play  other  games  together.  As  we  grow  up,  there  are  other  “sides” 
 that  must  be  chosen  between  friends  and  enemies,  and  this  choice  perhaps  carries  more 
 weight  than  a  game.  For  all  of  humanity  there  are  choices  that  must  be  made  throughout 
 life  that  impact  the  present  and  the  future  of  the  chooser.  There  is  one  choice  that  carries 
 the most weight of all. 

 The  feature  verse  sums  up  this  choice  in  a  stark  and  sobering  manner:  Those  who  are  not 
 with  Me  (Jesus)  are  against  Me.  By  choosing  not  to  choose,  we  have  made  our  choice.  By 
 ignoring  the  choice,  we  have  made  our  choice.  By  deciding  to  wait  till  later  to  choose,  we 
 have made our choice, because for some “later” never comes. 

 I  have  been  reading  Bible  prophecy  for  my  personal  study,  and  coming  across  this  verse 
 in  Matthew  strikes  fear  and  concern  in  my  heart.  Not  for  myself;  I  have  made  my  choice, 
 and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  faith  God  has  given  me  to  believe  in  Him.  But  there  are  so 
 many  people  I  love,  people  I  come  in  contact  with  on  a  daily  basis  who  haven’t  made  theirs 
 yet, and I know what end they will face if they make the wrong one. It breaks my heart. 

 There  is  death,  judgement,  torment  and  pain  for  those  who  do  not  deliberately  make  the 
 choice  for  Jesus.  By  not  choosing  Him,  they  choose  to  be  against  Him,  to  side  with  the 
 enemy  of  their  soul.  Though  it  breaks  His  heart,  God  will  honor  the  choice  we  make;  if  we 
 do not want anything to do with Him in this life, He will honor that throughout eternity. 

 Choosing  Jesus,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  is  stupid,  restrictive,  punitive.  It  places 
 ridiculous  rules  over  the  person,  removes  all  the  fun  out  of  life.  Those  of  us  who  have 
 made  this  choice  for  Jesus  know  the  viewpoint  of  the  world  is  wrong.  There  is  more  life, 
 there  is  abundant  peace,  exhilarating  joy  in  following  the  Way.  But  until  the  choice  is 
 made, the chooser can’t see that. 

 Who  do  you  know  that  has  not  made  their  choice?  Who  do  you  love  that  has  dismissed 
 the  reality  of  Jesus?  Is  it  you?  Oh  my  friend,  if  it  is  you,  make  your  choice  today.  There  is 
 unending  grace,  unfailing  mercy,  unconditional  love  just  waiting  to  be  showered  over  you. 
 There  is  joy,  there  is  life,  there  is  peace  to  be  found  in  Jesus.  He  is  beckoning  you,  longing 
 for you to come to Him. Choose your side. 

 Father, we thank You for allowing us the opportunity to choose You. We thank You for giving 
 us the faith to believe in You, in Your redemptive work, in Your matchless love. Break our 

 hearts for those who do not know You. Help us to guide them to the Way of Jesus. 
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