
 Childlike 

 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden 
 these things from the wise and intelligent, and have revealed them to infants.” 

 Matthew 11:25 

 Recently  I  have  begun  working  with  children  on  a  regular  basis.  Little  three-  and 
 four-year-olds  are  the  sweetest.  I  love  their  innocence,  their  open  wonder,  their  sponge-like 
 thirst  for  knowledge.  I  love  their  sweet  smiles,  bright  laughter,  even  their  ferocious  frowns 
 and  pitiful  tears.  I  love  the  surprising  hints  of  maturity  that  pop  out  in  their  interactions 
 with  others.  They  can  learn,  they  long  to  learn,  but  the  act  of  learning  has  not 
 overshadowed their longing to love and be loved. 

 I  have  read  the  feature  verse  in  times  past,  but  this  go-round  I  came  away  with  a  di�erent 
 picture  in  my  head.  The  “wise  and  intelligent”  to  me  speaks  of  those  who  already  know  it 
 all,  and  in  whom  there  is  no  room  for  doubt,  questions,  challenges  to  their  own  way  of 
 thinking.  I  think  of  the  turn  in  the  later  half  of  the  last  century  towards  “reasoning”  away 
 the  things  of  God.  To  explanations  and  conclusions,  knowledge,  inquiry,  and  scientific 
 pursuit  of  any  means  of  discrediting  God.  Those  who  follow  Jesus  and  believe  the  truth  of 
 the Word are seen as dim-witted and lacking. 

 When  I  contrast  that  “intelligent”  mindset  with  the  mindset  of  a  child,  I  find  a  pattern  to 
 adopt  in  my  own  heart.  A  child  is  trusting,  soft,  dependent,  loving,  full  of  wonder  and 
 excitement  at  each  new  opportunity,  new  piece  of  knowledge.  A  child  who  is  loved  well  and 
 fully  will  lean  on  the  caregiver,  follow  them,  emulate  them,  learn  from  them.  There  is  no 
 disdain in that child that leads them away from new knowledge. 

 I  learn  in  the  feature  verse  that  the  things  of  God  are  very  deliberately  o�ered  to  the 
 childlike  and  trusting.  Not  because  we  are  the  only  ones  stupid  enough  to  believe  it,  but 
 because  we  are  still  open  to  the  reality  of  Creator  God.  For  the  “wise  and  intelligent”  each 
 new  piece  of  understanding  must  be  larger,  more  important  than  the  one  before.  But  for 
 the trusting child, everything is thrilling. 

 There’s  an  old  phrase  that  says  “seeing  is  believing,”  and  far  too  often  we  humans  stand 
 with  our  arms  crossed,  daring  God  to  “wow”  us,  and  refusing  to  believe  in  Him  unless  He 
 does.  But  God  doesn’t  work  that  way,  does  He?  In  His  economy  everything  is  backwards, 
 and  “believing”  becomes  “seeing,”  not  the  other  way  round.  I  pray  that  He  continues  to 
 soften  my  heart  when  it  becomes  jaded  to  learning  about  Him,  and  that  rather  than 
 becoming more and more “wise and intelligent,” I will become more childlike. 

 Father, we thank You for Your infinite wisdom. We thank You for Your way of doing things that 
 seems so contrary to ours. You are incredible, Father, and we praise You for it. Help us to 

 soften our hearts to be childlike and open, and trust that You will fill us. 
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