
 The Good Life 

 �en a scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 
 Matthew 8:19 

 I  have  wondered  over  this  brief  episode  recorded  in  Matthew.  I  am  thankful  for  the  Holy 
 Spirit,  who  guides  us  into  all  truth.  In  my  mind,  as  I  read  verses  19  and  20,  I  find  Jesus’s 
 response  to  the  scribe  mentioned  here  to  be  completely  disconnected  from  the  scribe’s 
 statement.  What  does  one  have  to  do  with  the  other,  I’ve  wondered.  I  could  be  wrong,  but 
 as I’ve prayerfully studied, I think I have an idea. 

 We  are  conditioned  from  early  childhood  to  look  forward  to  building  a  life.  I  can  remember 
 when  I  was  a  child  having  dreams  and  fantasies  of  the  kind  of  life  I  would  have  as  an  adult, 
 and  they  were  pretty  typical  dreams,  nothing  outlandish  or  impossible.  I  just  wanted  to  get 
 married,  have  kids,  have  a  job,  just  a  normal  life.  I  think  that’s  pretty  universal.  I  just 
 wanted a good life. 

 I  think  in  this  brief  encounter  between  the  scribe  and  Jesus,  that  there  was  a  lot  of  the 
 same  in  the  scribe’s  heart.  This  was  at  the  height  of  Jesus’s  popularity.  He  was  gathering 
 great  crowds  of  followers,  and  everyone  was  excited  and  energized.  Perhaps  this  scribe 
 thought  to  himself  that  this  was  a  teacher  worth  following.  He  perhaps  envisioned  this 
 Rabbi  taking  the  temple  by  storm,  being  the  premier  Rabbi,  the  leader,  the  one  that 
 everyone  else  would  revere.  Maybe  there  were  fleeting  dreams  through  the  scribe’s  head 
 of  the  importance  he  himself  would  gain  simply  because  he  followed  this  fantastic  new 
 Teacher.  In  the  grip  of  his  excitement,  he  stated  “I’m  in!  I’ll  follow  You  anywhere!”  But  I  think 
 he didn’t realize who Jesus was. 

 Jesus’s  response  was  “I  don’t  have  a  home.”  To  me,  this  was  the  pin  in  the  scribe’s  balloon. 
 Let  all  the  air  out  of  his  big  dreams.  Jesus  wasn’t  building  an  empire  here.  He  wasn’t 
 gaining  followers  so  He  could  be  somebody  here  .  He  wasn’t  building  that  ordinary, 
 normal,  good  life  on  this  earth.  He  had  a  greater  purpose,  was  looking  further  out  than 
 what  could  be  built  and  gained  on  this  earth.  He  was  working  for,  looking  towards  the 
 Kingdom of Heaven. 

 I  think  a  lot  of  people  have  a  shallow  understanding  of  who  Jesus  is.  Like  the  parable  of 
 the  seeds,  they  hear  the  word  and  immediately  new  life  springs  up,  but  the  roots  aren’t 
 deep  and  the  cares  of  the  world,  of  building  a  good  life,  chokes  and  stunts  the  growth  of 
 this  new  plant.  Jesus  didn’t  come  just  to  make  everything  wonderful  for  us  here  on  earth. 
 This  life  is  not  the  goal.  What  we  build  in  eternity  is.  Following  Jesus  may  not  gain  us  a 
 good life here. It may be hard, bewildering, devastating. But the good life ahead is worth it. 

 Father, we thank You for the gift of eternal life with You. We thank You for the time Jesus 
 spent teaching us, the footsteps He left that we can follow. Help us to truly fall in love with You 

 and build that life in eternity. 
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