
 Willing 

 And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You 
 can make me clean.” Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be 

 cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
 Matthew 8:2-3 

 The  feature  verses  are  two  short  verses  in  the  book  of  Matthew.  Only  two  statements 
 between  two  people,  yet  to  me  it  has  a  wealth  of  meaning.  The  leper  must  have  heard 
 about  Jesus.  It  would  be  hard  not  to  hear,  since  large  crowds  were  following  Him  around. 
 That  in  itself  would  have  garnered  attention.  But  somewhere  along  the  way,  the  leper 
 learned  a  couple  of  things  about  this  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  He  learned  enough  that  he  had 
 to approach Him. 

 The  leper  was  an  outcast.  His  condition  prevented  him  from  seeing  his  family  and  friends, 
 from  participating  in  normal  activities,  from  going  to  temple.  Yet  he  approached  Jesus. 
 How  did  he  know  he  would  be  welcomed?  How  did  he  know  that  Jesus  wouldn’t  recoil  in 
 horror  at  his  decayed  state?  How  did  he  gather  the  courage  to  come  and  bow  down 
 before Jesus? 

 I  find  it  interesting  that  the  leper  didn’t  ask  Jesus  anything.  He  simply  made  a  statement:  If 
 you  are  willing,  you  can  make  me  clean.  What  faith  there  is  in  that  statement!  I  can 
 imagine  his  eyes  looking  up  at  Jesus  with  quiet  acceptance,  unwavering  faith.  If  You  want 
 to, You can. He  knew  . It wasn’t a “can you,” it was “you can.” 

 I  have  found  myself  in  a  place  where  I’m  facing  something  I  can’t  get  past.  If  left  alone  and 
 unchecked,  this  condition  of  my  heart  will  infect  everything,  take  over  everything,  and 
 destroy  everything  in  its  path.  I  don’t  want  that.  I’ve  already  tasted  and  seen  that  the  Lord 
 is  good.  I  know  what’s  real.  I  know  who  Jesus  is  and  what  He  can  do.  I’ve  seen  Him  break 
 strongholds  and  tear  down  walls.  I’ve  seen  Him  heal  and  restore.  I  know  that  He  can.  And  I 
 know that I can’t. 

 I  also  know  that,  like  this  leper,  I  can  approach  the  throne  of  grace,  in  honor  and 
 reverence  for  who  He  is,  and  make  that  same  statement:  “If  You  are  willing,  You  can  make 
 me  clean.”  If  You  want  to,  You  can  knock  down  these  walls,  You  can  restore  peace,  joy.  You 
 can. I can’t. 

 The  most  beautiful  words  in  these  two  verses  are  these:  “I  am  willing.”  Jesus  was  willing  to 
 cleanse,  to  heal,  to  restore.  He  is  still  willing  to  cleanse,  to  heal,  to  restore.  He  is  willing  with 
 me. He is willing with you. All we have to do is come to Him. He is willing. 

 Father, we thank You for Your willingness to fix our messes, to restore what we have torn 
 down, to redeem what we have lost. Jesus, King of kings, we approach You with reverence and 

 faith, and we praise You that You are willing to forgive, to reclaim, to heal, and to restore. 
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