
 Purpose 

 Pray then in this way: Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
 come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Matthew 6:9-10 

 I  think  most  of  us  are  familiar  with  The  Lord’s  Prayer.  It’s  learned  early  and  quoted  often, 
 yet  I  think  we  miss  the  meat  of  it  a  lot  of  times,  or  at  least  I  have.  I  came  to  these  verses 
 this  morning  as  I  have  been  studying  in  Matthew,  and  wanted  to  take  a  closer  look  at  them 
 yet  still  stay  in  sort  of  a  high-level  overview.  I  think  the  words  here  are  a  high-level  overview; 
 it’s  not  a  formula,  a  script  to  quote.  I  have  enjoyed  the  insights  given  to  me  as  I’ve  looked 
 at these verses. 

 Verses  9  and  10  point  to  the  Power  of  God.  “Hallowed”  means  holy,  pure,  consecrated, 
 venerated.  To  venerate  means  to  regard  with  reverential  respect  or  admiring  deference.  I 
 think  about  the  fear  of  God  as  the  beginning  of  wisdom.  That  reverential  awe,  respect, 
 and,  yes,  deference.  It’s  recognizing  the  authority  of  God.  In  heaven,  there  is  nothing  done 
 outside  of  God’s  will,  His  perfect  will.  Everything  there  is  exactly  how  it  is  supposed  to  be. 
 Angels  don’t  argue.  Here,  we  continue  to  assert  our  own  authority.  We  insist  that  we  have 
 the  right,  even  the  responsibility,  to  make  our  own  choices,  to  command  our  destinies,  to 
 captain our ships. In doing so, we do not recognize the absolute power of God. 

 Verses  11  and  12  speak  of  the  Provision  of  God.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  and  forgive 
 us  our  debts  as  we  also  have  forgiven  our  debtors.  These  words  recognize  that  He  owns 
 the  cattle  on  a  thousand  hills,  and  He  is  intimately  familiar  with  our  needs,  including  our 
 need  for  forgiveness  when  we  sin  against  Him.  Not  only  is  He  familiar  with  our  needs,  He  is 
 able  and  willing  to meet them. He provides. 

 Verse  13  speaks  of  the  Protection  of  God.  Do  not  lead  us  into  temptation  but  deliver  us 
 from  evil.  For  Yours  is  the  kingdom  and  the  power  and  the  glory  forever.  Amen.  Not  only 
 can  He  deliver  us  from  the  evil  one  (which  is  a  more  exact  translation),  He  actively  wants 
 to. Psalm 23 is an intimate look at the protection of our Great Shepherd. 

 The  power  of  God,  the  provision  of  God,  the  protection  of  God,  all  these  enable  me  to  live 
 out  the  purpose  of  God  -  the  purpose  that  He  has  for  me,  the  good  works  that  He  has 
 established  for  me  to  walk  in.  My  purpose  is  to  be  His  ambassador,  to  be  His 
 representative.  To  shine  like  a  light  on  a  hill.  2  Corinthians  5:20  says  that  we  are 
 ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  were  making  an  appeal  through  us.  How 
 marvelous  is  it  that  He  appeals  to  others  through  us  .  This  is  our  purpose.  I  pray  that  as  we 
 recognize  His  power,  His  provision,  and  His  protection,  we  will  live  out  our  purpose  -  what 
 a satisfying life that is! 

 Father, we thank You for Your power, Your provision, and Your protection. We thank You that 
 You think of us, that You even have a plan for us, a purpose for us. Help us to recognize and 

 submit to Your authority, and walk in the freedom that gives. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


