
 Persecuted 

 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
 kingdom of heaven. 

 Matthew 5:10 

 I  have  not  been  persecuted  for  my  faith.  I  don’t  know  personally  anyone  who  has,  or  at 
 least  not  the  event  or  the  details  of  any  persecution.  In  my  mind,  somewhat  vaguely, 
 persecution  is  “over  there,”  in  countries  that  are  radically  opposed  to  Jesus  the  Christ, 
 militant  and  persistent  in  their  hostility.  Those  countries  where  believers  are 
 underground,  without  the  freedom  to  attend  church  openly,  to  worship  or  praise,  to  speak 
 the  name  of  Jesus.  I  am  not  unaware  of  the  statistics,  or  that  there  are  those  right  here  in 
 the  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  brave  who  experience  it  to  some  degree.  But  I  have 
 not. 

 I  have  wondered,  am  I  doing  something  wrong?  It  is  inherently  self-centered  of  me,  I’m 
 aware.  But  since  Scripture  clearly  states  that  those  who  intend  to  live  a  godly  life  will  be 
 persecuted,  and  I  have  not  been,  am  I  not  living  a  godly  life?  Perhaps  God  is  sparing  me 
 because  He  knows  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  withstand  it.  If  that  is  the  case,  then  I  can 
 hope  that  His  transformation  of  me  will  include  a  spine  of  steel  and  a  faith  unshakeable. 
 Those  who  are  persecuted  for  the  sake  of  righteousness,  those  who  are  martyred  for  their 
 faith in Jesus, have great honor in the court of God; theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 Those  of  us  who  are  not  actively  persecuted,  do  we  have  responsibility  in  the  ongoing  war 
 against  Christianity?  I  believe  we  do.  I  believe  our  responsibility  is  to  those  who  are,  to 
 ease  their  burdens  by  whatever  means  possible,  to  supply  their  needs  out  of  our  plenty,  to 
 acknowledge  them  and  validate  their  sacrifice,  to  lift  them  up  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for 
 strength,  endurance,  hope  and  joy.  To  join  in  the  battle,  to  lift  the  banner  high,  to  speak 
 the  Name  above  all  names  without  fear.  To  love  Him  who  sacrificed  Himself  for  us.  To  follow 
 Him, to submit our will to His. 

 These  are  not  militant  activities.  The  preceding  verse  to  the  feature  verse  above  speaks  of 
 peacemaking,  of  reconciliation.  We  are  still  to  seek  the  reconciliation  of  all  men  to  Christ, 
 regardless  of  what  persecution  we  may  face.  In  the  midst  of  the  persecution,  we  are  to 
 shine  the  light  and  love  of  Christ  on  those  who  persecute  us.  Jesus  spoke  these  words 
 while hanging on the Roman cross: “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

 I  pray  that  as  the  Holy  Spirit  transforms  me  into  the  image  of  the  Son,  that  His  love  for  all 
 humanity,  followers  or  persecutors,  will  bloom  within  me,  and  that  the  utter  security  of 
 resting in Him will leave me steady and unmoveable when persecution comes. 

 Father, we thank You for the calm assurance found in Your word. We thank You that You are 
 with us always, even to the end of the age. We thank You that You will strengthen us, help us, 

 regardless of what we face. Help us to be unmovable, firmly planted on the Rock of our 
 Salvation. 
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