
 Peacemaker 

 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 Matthew 5:9 

 As  with  the  other  Beatitudes  I  have  already  studied,  I  am  finding  that  my  understanding  of 
 this  verse  was  shallow  and  incomplete.  My  concept  of  a  peacemaker,  one  fostered  by 
 generations  of  this  same  type,  is  a  person  who  refuses  to  fight,  who  abstains  from  war  or 
 conflict,  even  to  the  use,  ownership,  or  transport  of  objects  of  war  or  conflict.  As  I  began 
 looking  up  the  original  Greek  words,  I  was  unsurprised  to  find  the  word  translated 
 peacemaker  to  include  the  pacifist,  the  peaceable.  However,  I  found  an  interesting 
 concept  when  I  began  looking  up  the  definition  of  the  word  “peacemaker.” 
 Merriam-Webster  defines  Peacemaker  as  one  who  makes  peace,  especially  by  reconciling 
 parties at variance  . It is the word “reconciling” that caught my attention. 

 Jesus  embodies  all  of  the  qualities  listed  in  the  Beatitudes,  and  this  is  an  accepted  truth. 
 But  the  last  two  of  this  often-studied  list  are  the  ones  that  mean  the  most  to  me.  Blessed 
 are  the  peacemakers.  He  is  the  ultimate  Peacemaker,  as  through  His  willing  work  on  the 
 Cross,  He  reconciled  sinful  man  to  the  just  and  holy  God.  He  was  the  bridge,  the 
 go-between,  the  payment.  He  did  the  work  of  reconciliation  by  taking  on  the  sins  of  the 
 world  and  absorbing  the  wrath  of  a  righteous  and  o�ended  God.  He  became  sin,  so  we 
 could have His right standing. 

 We  are  called  to  be  Peacemakers  too.  Not  to  abstain  from  fighting  (as  I  believe  that 
 concept  has  little  to  do  with  the  truth  Jesus  was  speaking  in  this  verse),  but  to  reconcile 
 the  lost,  to  be  the  guide,  to  lead  the  world  to  the  Light  of  the  world.  We  have  the  truth 
 within  us.  We  are  the  “earthen  vessels”  (2  Corinthinans  4:7)  that  carry  the  precious  gift  of 
 Life. 

 Jesus  had  purposes  to  His  ministry  on  earth:  to  reveal  the  Father  and  to  pay  for  the  sins 
 of  the  world,  to  name  two.  He  tells  His  disciples  in  John  14:12  that  “he  who  believes  in  Me, 
 the  works  that  I  do,  he  will  do  also;  and  greater  works  than  these  he  will  do;  because  I  go 
 to  the  Father.”  His  work  was  revealing  the  Father;  now  that  is  our  assignment,  to  carry  that 
 Light  into  the  world.  We  are  to  be  those  who  actively  work  for  the  reconciliation  of  a  lost 
 and dying world to the God of all Hope, Mercy, Love, and Justice. 

 It  is  only  Jesus’s  work  on  the  Cross  that  provides  the  way  for  reconciliation.  But  we  are 
 called  to  be  the  guides.  Those  who  do  are  called  the  sons  of  God.  We  are  called  by  the 
 surname  of  the  Most  High,  as  we  have  been  adopted  into  His  family.  I  pray  that  as  I  go 
 throughout  my  days  on  this  earth,  I  will  remember  the  true  work  of  a  Peacemaker,  and 
 actively seek to guide others to the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

 Father, we thank You for Your peace, that work of reconciliation to Yourself. We know that 
 there is no other way to be reconciled to You but through Jesus, Your Son, who gave His life for 

 our sins. Help us to carry this good news into the world around us. 
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