
 Pure 

 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 Matthew 5:8 

 When  I  have  read  this  verse  in  the  past,  my  tricky  brain  has  produced  images  of  a  small 
 child,  one  who  has  not  experienced  the  disappointment,  the  trials  and  temptations  of  this 
 life.  This  child  is  pure,  innocent,  unspotted  and  unspoiled.  All  of  which  is  impossible  to 
 reproduce  as  an  adult.  I  have  to  say  this  is  the  verse  in  the  Beatitudes  that  speaks  to  my 
 heart  the  most,  because  the  reward  for  this  mindset  is  what  I  long  for  the  most:  to  see  God. 
 It’s  disheartening  to  know  that  no  matter  how  hard  I  try,  how  diligent  I  am,  I  will  never  be 
 able to attain the goal of being pure in heart. 

 One  can  search  for  a  definition  of  “pure”  to  plug  into  this  verse  that  doesn’t  automatically 
 exclude  them  from  the  reward;  I  have  tried  that.  I  can  say  I  hoped  for  a  definition  that 
 would  mean  I  could  achieve  this  result.  That  is  not  the  case.  The  definition  of  the  word 
 translated  “pure”  is:  free  from  corrupt  desire,  from  sin  and  guilt;  free  from  every  admixture 
 of  what  is  false;  sincere,  genuine;  blameless,  innocent;  unstained  with  the  guilt  of  anything. 
 I  admit  I  hoped  that  the  use  of  the  word  pure  in  this  verse  would  lean  more  towards  the 
 “sincere  and  genuine”  definition.  But  it  does  not.  If  sincerity  were  the  prerequisite  to  seeing 
 God,  it  would  be  much  more  easily  attained.  There  are  those  who  are  truly  sincere  in  their 
 beliefs, but will never see the face of God because they exclude Him from them. 

 Purity  in  the  feature  verse  above  is  free  from  corrupt  desire,  sin  and  guilt.  I  am  not  free 
 from  that.  As  long  as  I  live,  I  will  not  be  free  from  sin  and  guilt.  No  matter  how  hard  I  try,  I 
 will  not  be  free  from  sin  and  guilt.  Sin  is  my  default,  my  nature,  because  I  was  born  into  the 
 human race. 

 But…I  have  been  born  again,  and  this  new  birth,  this  new  life  that  has  been  born  in  me,  is 
 the  answer.  I  am  not  rid  of  my  sin  nature,  but  I  have  been  cleansed.  I  have  been  made  pure 
 through  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  the  Christ,  the  Messiah,  the  Savior,  the  King.  He  has 
 exchanged  my  sinfulness  for  His  righteousness,  and  through  His  sacrifice  I  am  washed 
 whiter than snow. I am pure, because He has given me His own purity. 

 Psalm  51  is  a  favorite  of  mine,  and  many  times  I  have  found  myself  in  the  attitude  of 
 confession  and  guiltiness  that  it  records.  The  prayer  that  is  always  answered  when  asked 
 from  a  truly  repentant  heart  is  found  in  verse  10:  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and 
 renew  a  steadfast  spirit  within  me.  He  is  faithful  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  to  cleanse  us 
 from all unrighteousness, and I praise Him. 

 Through His work of mercy, grace, and love, I know I will receive this reward: I will see God. 

 Father, we thank You for Your grace. We thank You for the redemptive work on the Cross that 
 purchased our freedom from the consequences of our own sin. We thank You that through 

 Your Sacrifice, we will see You and will live with You for eternity. 
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