
 Mercy 

 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 Matthew 5:7 

 My  default  nature  is  not  very  patient  or  understanding  with  others.  I  tend  more  towards 
 impatience  and  irritation  when  acting  out  of  my  natural  operating  system.  Judgement  of 
 motives,  judgement  of  words  and  actions  do  not  favor  the  other  person  very  much.  I  used 
 to  have  a  great  deal  of  road  rage  and  would  find  myself  easily  triggered  by  others’ 
 innocent  tra�c  mistakes,  which  would  lead  me  to  questioning  their  intelligence  and 
 raining  all  manner  of  ire  on  them.  Yet,  if  I  committed  a  mistake,  I  would  sheepishly  wave  my 
 apology and expect all to be well. 

 In  walking  with  Jesus  for  this  length  of  time,  I  have  found  a  new  program  installed  in  my 
 default  operating  system,  one  of  compassion  toward  others.  It  is  absolutely  not 
 something I have worked on and mastered myself; it is purely the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 As  I  am  studying  through  the  Beatitudes,  I  have  come  to  verse  7,  the  one  about  mercy.  I 
 believe  I  understood  the  verse  fairly  well  from  the  outset,  as  there  are  other  passages  in 
 the  Gospels  that  highlight  God’s  mindset  towards  mercy.  This  verse,  unlike  the  first  three 
 Beatitudes,  seems  to  have  a  cause  and  e�ect  that  is  in  play  in  this  life  on  earth.  If  you  are 
 merciful,  you  will  receive  mercy.  The  Gospels  record  other  occasions  that  support  this 
 cause  and  e�ect  (Mark  4:24-25;  Luke  6:36-38;  Luke  7:37-50),  and  particularly  later  on  in 
 Matthew,  Jesus  expands  on  the  concept  after  He  records  what  we  know  as  The  Lord’s 
 Prayer (Matthew 6:14-15). 

 I  found  it  telling  that  in  the  feature  verse  above,  the  first  “merciful”  is  our  mercy…a  word 
 which  means  “active  compassion”  and  is  aimed  at  those  around  us.  The  second  “mercy”  is 
 God’s  mercy.  The  word  translated  “mercy”  is  the  Greek  word  eleeo  and  means  active 
 compassion, specifically divine in nature. 

 God’s  mercy  is  available  for  all.  He  demonstrated  that  when  He  sent  His  Son  as  a 
 Substitute,  a  Sacrifice  for  our  own  sins.  Our  compassion  towards  others  does  not  cause 
 God  to  have  mercy  on  us.  But  it  is  on  the  occasion  of  our  mercy,  that  we  are  extended  a 
 deeper measure of His. 

 In  my  own  life,  I  have  found  that  being  aware  of  God’s  mercy  and  grace  toward  me,  a 
 wretched  sinner,  has  opened  my  heart  to  the  plight  of  others.  Rather  than  jumping  to 
 disgust  or  irritation,  often  the  Spirit  within  me  guides  my  heart  towards  love.  I  am  then 
 capable  of  experiencing  God’s  mercy  in  a  deeper  way,  which  then  enables  me  to  extend 
 mercy to His creation. Let us be merciful, for He is merciful to us. 

 Father, we thank You for Your unending mercy towards us. We thank You that while we were 
 still Your enemies, You paid for our sins that had separated us from You so that we would have 

 a way back to You. Help us to develop hearts of mercy towards those You love. 
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