
 Righteousness 

 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled. 
 Matthew 5:6 

 I  am  learning  so  much  in  my  study  of  the  Beatitudes,  and  I  am  so  thankful  for  God  leading 
 me  there.  Here  again  I  am  finding  that  my  understanding  of  the  feature  verse  above  was 
 very limited and shallow, but what a wealth of blessing is contained within these words!! 

 Blessed  are  those  who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness.  The  words  translated 
 “hunger  and  thirst”  mean  what  I  expected,  with  perhaps  more  intensity  than  I  assumed.  It’s 
 a  craving,  a  need,  a  strong  desire  that  is  quenched  only  by  the  real  thing.  It  is  not  satisfied 
 with  anything  less.  In  this  mindset,  righteousness  is  the  driving  force.  It  is  what  gets  you  up 
 in the morning, what you work for throughout the day. 

 Here  is  where  I  found  my  lack  of  understanding.  I  assumed  that  the  righteousness  that  is 
 hungered  and  thirsted  for  is  the  righteousness  of  deed.  I  assumed  it  was  speaking  of  my 
 own  actions,  my  choices,  my  words.  My  understanding  was  of  a  drive  to  do  right,  and  the 
 underlying  thought  was  it  was  something  I  had  to  do  myself.  The  burden  for  pursuing 
 righteousness was on me. I was wrong. 

 The  Greek  word  translated  “righteousness”  means  “equity  of  character  or  act;  justification.” 
 The  beauty  of  this  verse  to  me  is  in  understanding  the  definition  of  justification.  This  is 
 the  act  by  which  God  moves  a  willing  person  from  a  state  of  sin  (injustice)  to  a  state  of 
 grace  (justice).  He  justifies  us.  Inserting  that  understanding  into  the  feature  verse  changes 
 everything  for  me.  Blessed  are  those  who  crave  and  desire  for  God  to  move  them  from  a 
 state  of  sin  to  a  state  of  grace.  Blessed  are  those  who  recognize  that  nothing  they  could 
 do  would  be  righteous  enough  to  merit  being  called  righteous,  and  are  willing  to  allow 
 God  to  transform  them  into  His  righteousness.  Blessed  are  those  who  actively  submit  to 
 the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  moves  them  through  the  transformation  of  justification  to 
 sanctification to glorification. 

 Blessed  are  those  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be  filled.  The 
 word  translated  “filled”  here  can  also  be  translated  “satisfied.”  But  it’s  more  than  just  filling 
 to  the  top,  slaking  the  thirst,  satisfying  the  hunger.  It's  an  abundant  filling.  It’s  overflowing. 
 It’s  gorging  on the endless supply that is o�ered. 

 I  pray  that  I  continue  to  hunger  for  His  righteousness,  to  crave  and  desire  Him  to 
 transform  me  into  the  image  of  His  Son.  I  pray  that  the  craving  for  His  righteousness 
 overshadows any other longing or desire I may have. I know that hunger will be filled. 

 Father, we thank You for promising to satisfy every longing when we hunger and thirst after 
 You and Your righteousness. We thank You for Your act of justification that You paid for so 

 dearly. Create in us a craving for You and a trust that You will satisfy it. 
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