
 Mourning 

 Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted. 
 Matthew 5:4 

 When  I  think  of  mourning  I  think  of  the  time  of  grief  upon  losing  a  loved  one.  I  have  also 
 experienced  mourning  at  the  loss  of  a  dream,  of  the  potential  and  possibility  I  was 
 counting  on  in  the  future.  Primarily  my  concept  of  mourning  is  tied  to  loss.  When  I  take 
 that  concept  into  the  feature  verse,  I  find  it  di�cult  to  truly  grasp.  Blessed  are  those  who 
 mourn  because  they  have  lost  something,  for  they  shall  be  comforted.  Just  being  patently 
 honest,  this  feels  incomplete  to  me.  It  feels  surface  and  somewhat  shallow.  We  will  all  lose  a 
 loved  one  at  one  time  or  another  in  this  life  on  earth;  am  I  to  be  uplifted  knowing  that 
 because  I  mourn  I  am  blessed?  Is  this  verse  simply  referring  to  the  trials  and  pains  of  life 
 here on this earth? 

 I  found  a  di�erent  concept  when  I  began  studying  this  verse.  I  followed  the  path  of  the 
 word  translated  “mourn”  throughout  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament,  and  what  I  found  was 
 sobering  and  convicting.  The  mourning  here  is  not  referring  to  the  loss  of  someone  or 
 something  loved.  It  is  referring  to  my  attitude  towards  my  own  sin  and  the  sin  of  others.  It 
 is  having  the  same  mindset  towards  sin  that  God  does.  When  I  sin,  it  hurts  the  heart  of 
 God.  I  know  this,  yet  I  tend  to  excuse,  justify,  diminish  or  outright  ignore  my  own  sin.  With 
 the  sins  of  others,  I  tend  towards  judgment  and  self-righteousness,  which  is,  again,  a 
 departure  from  the  mind  of  Christ.  Romans  5:8  tells  us  that  God  demonstrates  His  own 
 love  toward  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.  This  implies  a  divide,  a 
 separation,  a  reaching  out  across  the  canyon  of  our  own  choices.  Sin  separates.  Sin 
 removes  us  from  the  presence  of  a  loving  God.  A  God  who  is  holy,  righteous,  and  just.  Sin 
 separates,  but  sin  also  demands  payment.  What  His  justice  demanded,  His  love  provided: 
 a Substitute, a Sacrifice to pay the penalty of all our sins. 

 When  we  have  the  mindset  of  Christ  towards  sin  and  grasp  its  gravity,  its  weight,  we  will 
 mourn  at  our  own  fallenness;  we  will  mourn  at  the  fallenness  of  others.  We  will  mourn  the 
 loss  of  the  presence  of  God.  We  will  mourn  the  choices  that  preclude  a  right  relationship 
 with  Him.  But  when  we  do,  when  that  mourning  has  its  spiritual  e�ect,  we  will  be  brought 
 back  into  His  presence.  Blessed  are  those  who  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted  .  The 
 word translated “comforted” means to be brought near, to be invited close. 

 Revelation  21:4  tells  us  that  on  that  day  when  all  has  been  righted,  there  will  be  no  more 
 mourning.  We  will  no  longer  have  to  mourn  our  sin,  because  we  will  not  sin.  Finally  we  will 
 be  free  of  the  burden  of  our  sin  nature.  Those  who  mourn  their  own  sin  in  this  life  will  be 
 invited  near,  called  close,  and  will  forever  exist  beside  the  One  who  loves  them  most.  Let  us 
 mourn now so that the mourning will end with comfort. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You for the gift of the way back to You. We 
 thank You for Your redemptive work. We ask that You instill in us the understanding of the 

 weight of our sin, and help us to mourn it now. 
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