
 Poor in Spirit 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Matthew 5:3 

 It  is  apparent  from  minimal  focused  studying  of  the  Word  of  God  that  His  economy  is  the 
 opposite  of  ours.  Little  is  much,  less  is  more,  first  is  last  and  last  is  first.  These  themes 
 occur  over  and  over  in  the  Gospels  as  Jesus  explains  and  illuminates  the  Kingdom  of 
 Heaven.  I  think  there  is  still  much  misunderstood,  or  not  grasped  at  all,  in  what  is  the 
 Kingdom  of  Heaven.  I  don’t  know  a  whole  lot  about  it,  but  in  a  word  study  I  found  that  the 
 concepts  and  parables  presented  seemed  to  point  back  to  the  Beatitudes,  that  familiar 
 list of “Blessed”s found in Matthew 5. 

 I  began  studying  the  Beatitudes  and  honestly  got  stuck  on  the  first  one.  Blessed  are  the 
 poor  in  spirit  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  As  I  was  doing  a  word  search  on  “the 
 kingdom  of  heaven  is  like…”  it  seemed  appropriate  that  the  first  Beatitude  I  looked  at  is  the 
 one  that  gains  that  reward.  What  is  the  “poor  in  spirit,”  though?  I  know  that  when  I  think  of 
 the  word  “poor”  I  automatically  go  to  financial  poverty,  and  of  course  that  is  one 
 definition.  But  I  also  think  of  poor  as  less,  hurting,  sad,  desperate,  miserable.  If  I  take  that 
 definition  into  the  feature  verse,  that  is  a  bleak  picture.  Are  we  followers  of  Christ  to  be 
 less,  hurting,  sad,  desperate,  and  miserable?  If  we  must,  we  must,  because  the  prize  is 
 worth it. But I don’t think that’s what Jesus meant. 

 The  note  in  the  margin  of  my  Bible  defines  poor  in  spirit  as  the  opposite  of  spiritually 
 proud  and  self-su�cient,  which  would  mean  spiritually  humble  and  reliant  upon  God.  To 
 me,  spiritually  humble  means  that  I  know  that  any  righteousness  I  could  produce  on  my 
 own  would  be  the  same  as  blood-soaked,  dirt-encrusted,  rank  and  fetid  rags  used  for  the 
 most  foul  and  stomach-turning  purposes.  But  also  knowing  that  I  do  stand  in 
 righteousness,  a  righteousness  that  is  not  my  own  -  that  which  belongs  to  Another  and  is 
 given freely and lovingly. 

 Poor  in  spirit  is  not  falsely  humble.  It  is  not  apparent,  it  is  not  obvious.  It  is  not  a  mask  of 
 humility  that  is  pulled  on  at  the  appropriate  time,  so  that  others  can  see  how  humble  and 
 righteous  you  are.  No,  rather,  it  is  fierce  joy,  powerful  peace  that  comes  from  knowing  that 
 you  possess  a  gift  you  do  not  deserve,  a  position  you  did  not  earn,  a  love  that  will  never 
 end or alter. You  know  to Whom you belong! 

 Poor  in  spirit  is  knowing  that  though  I  can  do  nothing  of  myself  to  be  acceptable  to  God, 
 He  chose  me  for  Himself,  gave  me  the  faith  to  believe  Him  and  His  redemptive  work,  and 
 has  a  purpose  for  me,  a  drive  and  a  work  for  me  to  do.  Poor  in  spirit  thinks  not  of  me,  it 
 thinks of Him. 

 Father, we thank You for choosing us to carry Your good news into this world. Help us to grasp 
 that Your economy celebrates what our world does not, and to walk in humility of heart, 

 knowing what You have done for us out of Your great love is nothing we could have earned. 
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