
 Broken 

 A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will suddenly be broken beyond remedy. 
 Proverbs 29:1 

 I  took  a  journey  down  memory  lane  after  reading  the  feature  verse  above.  It  captured  me, 
 and  I  kept  returning  to  it,  couldn’t  get  past  that  verse.  I  wondered  if  my  last  chance  was  my 
 last  chance.  You  see,  I  had  wandered  far  from  God  for  the  previous  decade  plus,  making 
 worse  and  worse  choices,  spiraling  further  and  further  down.  Upon  my  return  to  Christ,  I 
 was  at  a  point  of  utter  desperation.  Standing  with  one  foot  on  the  edge  of  a  steep 
 precipice  and  the  other  poised  to  fall,  nothing  before  me  but  a  gaping  void.  How  many 
 times  had  He  called  me  during  the  time  of  my  wandering?  Times  when  I  would  hear  but 
 feel  absolutely  incapable  of  making  the  decision  to  return  to  Him.  Times  when  I  would 
 think  that  my  walk  with  Him  was  in  the  past  and  I  didn’t  want  that  life  anymore.  Times 
 when  I  would  long  for  Him  but  long  for  my  sinful  life  more.  Many  times  I  was  unwilling  to  do 
 what  was  necessary  in  order  to  have  what  He  held  out  for  me.  Until  the  last  time.  Until  the 
 time  when  I  felt  I  had  no  other  choice  and  with  trembling  hands  and  fainting  heart  I 
 reached  up  to  Him.  He  took  my  hand  and  all  I  brought  with  me,  my  tiny  faith,  my  lack  of 
 trust,  my  cynicism  and  sin,  and  cleansed  me,  strengthened  me,  loved  me,  and  brought  me 
 where I am today. I praise His holy name! 

 But  I  had  to  ask  myself  this  morning,  was  the  last  time  my  last  time  ?  As  the  feature  verse 
 says,  there  is  a  point  after  which  we  will  be  broken  beyond  remedy.  It  is  a  principle  that  I 
 see  in  play  throughout  the  ages,  regardless  of  culture  or  society  or  laws  or  regulations. 
 There  are  only  so  many  chances  a  person  gets  before  they  are  cut  o�.  It  happens  in 
 relationships,  it  happens  in  businesses,  it  happens  in  law  enforcement.  It  happens  with 
 Almighty God. 

 We  are  o�ered  chance  after  chance  to  hear  His  call,  to  submit,  to  confess,  to  call  upon  the 
 Name  above  all  names.  We  are  called  to  Him,  but  how  often  do  we  shut  our  ears,  sti�en 
 our  necks,  and  harden  our  hearts?  The  principle  applies  whether  we  are  believers  or 
 unbelievers.  How  many  times  do  we  as  believers  hold  on  to  pet  sins  that  Jesus  is  urging  us 
 to  confess  and  forsake?  How  many  times  do  unbelievers  tiptoe  to  the  line  of  faith  then 
 back  away?  There  is  a  point  where  it  will  be  too  late.  For  the  believer,  that  point  may  gain 
 the  person  unbelievable  heartache,  when  things  that  you  count  on  are  removed  from  you. 
 For  the  unbeliever,  that  point  may  be  when  the  invitation  is  rescinded  due  to  their  own 
 refusal to answer. 

 Oh  my  friend,  what  do  you  stand  to  lose  if  you  harden  your  heart  today?  If  Jesus  is  calling 
 you,  answer.  If  He  is  disciplining  you,  submit.  The  joy  that  is  before  you  is  worth  manifold 
 times what you will lose if you are broken. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patience and faithfulness. We thank You that You call such 
 wretched sinful people to Yourself. We ask that You give us the strength and the faith to answer 

 Your call and walk in the joy that You have for us. 
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