
 The Long Game 

 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but live in the fear of the Lord always. Surely there is a 
 future, and your hope will not be cut o�. 

 Proverbs 23:17-18 

 The  life  I  used  to  live  is  both  appalling  and  appealing,  sometimes  simultaneously.  This  is 
 the  duality  of  the  born-again  believer.  Upon  placing  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  have 
 newness  of  life  born  in  us,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  takes  up  residency  in  our  hearts,  but  we  still 
 have  our  sin  nature.  The  love  found,  the  grace  received,  the  forgiveness  freely  given,  is 
 beautiful beyond description. Yet, we are still tempted by the “treasures” of this world. 

 I  have  found  myself  at  times  reviewing  the  life  I  used  to  have  with  some  sentimentality,  a 
 thread  of  longing,  a  tinge  of  envy  for  those  who  still  walk  that  path.  That  life  is  filled  with 
 immediate  gratification.  No  desire  is  too  big  or  too  small  to  be  fulfilled.  Having  no  rules  to 
 follow,  nor  anyone  to  please  but  your  own  self,  allows  unlimited  freedom  to  enjoy  countless 
 entertaining  and  thrilling  experiences  and  activities.  The  world  is  your  oyster.  Or  so  it 
 seems.  The  underbelly  of  that  life,  the  future  of  it,  is  what  appalls.  The  misery,  the 
 depression,  the  lack  of  hope.  Regardless  of  what  lie  is  told,  the  truth  is  still  underneath  it. 
 That  way  is  the  way  to  death  and  it  holds  no  life  or  hope  out  to  those  who  walk  it.  Why, 
 then, do I find myself sometimes drawn to it, missing it, envious of it? 

 The  beauty  and  power  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  is  that  Christ  in  me  will  not  allow  me  to 
 accept  the  short  game,  the  immediate  gratification,  as  the  real  thing.  I  know  what  is  real.  I 
 have  experienced  it  as  much  as  I  am  capable  of  at  this  stage  of  my  walk  with  Christ  and 
 on  this  side  of  Glory.  Once  the  real  is  experienced,  it  is  di�cult  to  accept  the  lie  as  the 
 truth.  He  reminds  me  that  I  am  playing  the  long  game.  There  is  a  great  future  ahead  of 
 me, one that He is scripting and sculpting through every choice in this life I make. 

 The  long  game  is  one  where,  though  it  seems  no  progress  is  being  made,  we  are  doing 
 things  that  are  setting  us  up  for  a  bright  and  glorious  future.  It  is  a  long-term  strategy  or 
 endeavor.  It  is  eternity  ahead  of  us  that  is  the  goal.  This  is  what  we  are  working  towards. 
 We  don’t  always  see  the  benefit  in  doing  the  hard  things  now,  making  sometimes 
 counterintuitive  decisions  and  choices,  following  the  narrow  and  di�cult  path,  but  dear 
 one we know where it leads. We know the future and the hope that He holds out for us. 

 The  long  game  is  worth  the  work.  It  is  worth  the  e�ort,  the  denial,  the  stance  against 
 culture,  immediacy,  and  self-gratification.  I  pray  that  we  each  will  think  ahead  toward  the 
 future  we  have  with  Christ.  The  long  game  is  the  only  game  worth  playing,  for  it  is  the  only 
 one where the result is eternity with our Savior. 

 Father, we thank You for Your love for us and Your patience with us. We know that we are still 
 drawn to the sinfulness of this world, but we ask that You open our eyes to the truth of Your 
 word, the reality that will be our home with You, and help us work toward that future now. 
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