
 Boundaries 

 Do not move the ancient boundary which your fathers have set. 
 Proverbs 22:28 

 Boundaries  to  property  were  delineated  by  stones  beginning  in  biblical  times.  This 
 practice  has  continued  to  the  present  day,  though  the  stones,  or  markers,  themselves 
 sometimes  have  changed.  These  markers  are  integral  to  boundary  law  and  are  protection 
 for  landowners.  They  provide  the  clear  indication  that  this  property  belongs  to  this 
 person,  and  the  line  is  in  this  place.  Boundary  markers  derive  their  meaning  from  the 
 authority of the person or group who set them. 

 I  came  across  the  feature  verse  above  in  my  normal  reading  and  found  myself  drawn  to 
 the  phrase  “ancient  boundary.”  As  I  studied  the  phrase,  reading  commentaries  and  other 
 articles,  I  thought  about  the  boundary  lines  that  are  given  to  us  by  God,  the  ultimate 
 Authority  and  Owner  of  the  Universe.  These  boundaries  are  delineated  clearly  in  the  10 
 Commandments,  and  expounded  upon  and  explained  throughout  the  rest  of  the  inspired 
 Scriptures. 

 The  boundaries  are  absolute,  ironclad,  irrevocable,  unchangeable,  and  unmovable.  They 
 are  intrinsic  to  the  core  of  the  fabric  of  this  world.  Yet  over  the  centuries  and  millennia  of 
 the  inhabitation  of  this  world,  humans  have  often  attempted  to  move  them  or  alter  them 
 in  some  way.  Do  these  attempts  actually  change  the  truth  of  the  boundary?  Of  course 
 not.  If  you  are  ever  involved  in  a  boundary  dispute,  you  will  find  that  regardless  of  what 
 has  been  done  by  previous  owners,  what  has  been  accepted,  accommodated,  or  altered, 
 the  truth  of  the  boundary  stands.  It  is  recorded  in  law  books  and  records,  and  no  amount 
 of  arguing  against  them  with  the  authorities  will  gain  the  encroaching  party  a  millimeter 
 of ground. 

 Oh  that  we  would  recognize  this  foundational  truth  and  adopt  it  into  our  hearts!  We  often 
 argue  with  the  Authority  over  the  boundary  lines  that  He  has  set.  We  o�er  alternatives,  we 
 step  a  toe  over,  then  place  an  object,  then  a  fence  line,  then  just  move  right  on  in  and 
 build  structures,  trampling  all  over  the  boundary  into  the  forbidden  landscape.  But  we 
 cannot change the truth to accommodate our desires. 

 We  cannot  alter  the  truth  of  the  Word  of  God  or  the  authority  He  holds  as  Master  and 
 Creator  of  the  Universe  we  inhabit,  simply  because  we  don’t  like  it.  We  cannot  claim  to  be 
 followers  of  Christ  and  yet  ignore  the  boundaries  of  His  word.  I  pray  that  as  I  discover  the 
 truth  of  His  word,  honoring  His  boundaries  becomes  intrinsic,  regardless  of  how  I  must 
 change or what ground I stand to lose. 

 Father, we thank You for the clearly defined boundaries contained in Your word. We praise 
 You for You alone are the Authority, the Author and Finisher of our faith. We ask that You 

 help us realize where we have crossed Your lines and adopt Your word as our truth. 
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