
 Infection 

 Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man, or you will learn 
 his ways and find a snare for yourself. 

 Proverbs 22:24-25 

 Oh  these  verses  hit  close  to  home  when  I  read  them.  It’s  something  that  has  been  on  my 
 mind  recently,  just  how  susceptible  I  am  to  the  ways  and  whims  of  those  around  me.  I  have 
 found  myself  noticing  the  negativity  that  pervades  our  society.  Everyone  just  seems  so 
 angry  all  the  time!  So  quick  to  judge,  so  hasty  to  condemn,  so  swift  to  reject  others.  Even, 
 sometimes  especially,  within  the  body  of  Christ,  we  are  judgmental  and  negative.  It  seems 
 no  one  has  the  “innocent  until  proven  guilty”  mindset  anymore.  Rather,  it’s  guilty  until 
 proven  innocent.  We  assume  such  negative  things  about  others,  to  the  point  that  niceties 
 and  kindness  are  automatically  suspect.  I  find  these  tendencies  within  myself  on  my  own, 
 without  outside  influence.  I  find  that  these  tendencies  are  increased  when  I  am 
 surrounded by the negativity of others. 

 However,  I  have  been  exposed  to  the  overwhelming,  encompassing,  unfailing  love  of  Christ. 
 It  is  His  default,  this  love.  He  sees  the  truth,  deep  in  the  heart  of  man,  and  loves  anyway. 
 His  grace  is  magnificent,  His  favor  is  unearned,  and  His  love  reaches  the  heights  of 
 Heaven  and  the  depths  of  Death,  Hell,  and  the  Grave.  Any  negativity,  that  crotchety 
 crabbiness  that  has  so  infected  our  society,  when  compared  to  the  purity  of  the  love  of 
 Christ, is glaringly obvious and exposed for its stinky, decayed self. 

 It  is  an  infection,  this  negativity,  this  lack  of  love  and  grace.  It  is  a  disease  that  spreads 
 and  grows  and  mutates.  It  begins  with  a  rejection  and  suspicion  of  the  intentions  and 
 nature  of  others,  and  sparks  division,  hatred,  and  evil.  It  originates  with  the  tempter,  the 
 prideful,  arrogant,  hater  of  all,  Satan  himself.  He  is  “patient  zero”  and  does  his  best  to 
 infect everyone. 

 We  humans  are  easily  infected  by  our  companions.  When  I  am  in  the  company  of  negative 
 people  for  an  extended  period  of  time,  I  find  my  own  attitudes  and  mindsets  devolving 
 into  irritation  and  scorn.  When  I  am  in  the  company  of  Christ,  I  find  His  love  spreads 
 throughout  my  being  and  impacts  every  thought,  word,  and  deed.  Our  task,  as  believers 
 in  and  followers  of  Christ,  is  to  carry  His  love  into  the  world  we  inhabit.  His  love  is  the 
 antidote  to  the  negativity  of  this  world,  and  we  are  to  innoculate  those  around  us,  not  be 
 infected by them. 

 It  may  seem  that  we  are  fighting  a  losing  battle,  that  no  amount  of  spreading  the  love  of 
 Christ  will  combat  the  darkness  that  surrounds  us.  But  that  is  still  our  task.  We  carry 
 within us the cure to the infection. It is our job to administer it. 

 Father, we thank You for the love You have for us. We thank You that Your amazing grace is 
 free and available to all. We ask that You infect our hearts with Your love and help us spread 

 it to the world around us. 
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