
 Golden Rule 

 Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. 
 Luke 6:31 

 I  was  reading  in  Proverbs  yesterday  and  came  across  a  verse  that  made  me  anxious.  Verse 
 13  of  chapter  21  says  “He  who  shuts  his  ear  to  the  cry  of  the  poor  will  also  cry  himself  and 
 not  be  answered.”  I  felt  immediately  guilty  that  I  don’t  do  enough  for  the  poor  in  my  world.  I 
 realized  that  there  are  quite  a  few  objections  or  excuses  that  I  have  readily  available  when 
 the  thought  of  assisting  the  poor  comes  up.  And  it’s  not  that  I  believe  I  shouldn’t  help,  or 
 they  don’t  truly  need  help,  it’s  that  I  feel  helpless  to  help.  The  enormity  of  the  need  is 
 overwhelming to me. I don’t know where to start, I don’t know what  I  can do. 

 My  study  of  this  verse  in  Proverbs  took  me  all  over  the  place  in  the  Word.  I  started  asking 
 myself  questions  that  were  answered  by  other  scriptures,  and  ended  up  landing  on  the 
 feature  verse  above,  one  that  is  well  known  and  has  been  used  for  instruction,  for  reproof, 
 and  for  correction  for  centuries.  It  is  known  as  the  Golden  Rule:  Do  unto  others  as  you 
 would have them do unto you. 

 It  is  a  blanket  statement,  isn’t  it?  “Others”  are  not  defined  or  restricted  or  grouped  at  all. 
 Others  means  anyone.  Whether  rich  or  poor,  kind  or  unkind,  smart  or  foolish,  irritating  or 
 soothing,  the  word  “others”  encompasses  them  all.  In  addition,  I  realized  that  the  burden 
 of  action  lies  with  us.  We  are  to  act  first  in  the  way  that  we  would  want  to  be  treated 
 ourselves,  regardless  of  how  the  other  person  is  acting.  Later  in  the  same  chapter  in  Luke, 
 Jesus  outlines  some  examples  of  this  type  of  mindset.  He  says  in  verse  38  that  “by  your 
 standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” 

 This  tied  in  nicely  with  the  original  verse  in  Proverbs  that  started  the  whole  study.  He  who 
 shuts  his  ear  to  the  cry  of  the  poor  will  also  cry  himself  and  not  be  answered.  What  we  do, 
 how  we  treat  others,  how  we  see  others,  is  how  we  will  be  treated  ourselves.  The  burden  lies 
 with us. 

 How  we  see  the  poor  in  our  world,  whether  we  hear  them,  see  their  needs,  and  do  whatever 
 is  possible  or  necessary  to  meet  the  needs,  is  what  we  will  be  judged  on.  Poverty  comes  in 
 many  forms.  Financial  poverty  is  the  most  obvious  and  the  most  basic.  But  there  is  also 
 emotional  poverty,  mental  poverty,  spiritual  poverty.  These  cannot  be  forgotten  or 
 overlooked any more than the financial needs can be. 

 At  any  point  we  may  come  in  contact  with  one  who,  regardless  of  their  outward 
 appearance,  is  crying  out  with  heart  needs.  May  we  see  them,  may  we  hear  them,  and  may 
 we meet them, as ambassadors and representatives of the love of Christ. 

 Father, we thank You for Your heart towards those in need. We know that this is dear to You, 
 as Your word is filled with such instruction, and You sent Your Son to us to set the example of 
 meeting the heart needs of the entire human race. Instill in us the same vision, the same love. 
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