
 A New Thing 

 Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new 
 thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness 

 and rivers in the desert. 
 Isaiah 43:18-19 

 There  is  something  satisfying  about  appropriate  times  to  begin.  We  all  know  diets  and 
 exercise  regimes  begin  on  Mondays;  they  can’t  possibly  begin  any  other  day  of  the  week. 
 New  job  positions  often  start  on  Mondays.  There  is  a  certain  thrill,  an  excitement  at 
 starting  points:  new  years,  new  months,  new  weeks,  new  days.  It  gives  us  the  opportunity  to 
 begin again, to correct what went wrong, to redouble our e�orts with greater reward. 

 A  new  year  is  brimming  with  promise,  with  potential  and  possibility.  The  future  is 
 undecided  at  this  moment;  anything  can  happen.  We  all  wonder  where  we  will  be  at  the 
 end  of  it.  I  know  that  at  this  moment,  many  people  are  making  resolutions,  making  plans, 
 setting  goals  and  ideals.  Many  will  actually  follow  through  with  them  and  make  great 
 changes  in  this  year  to  come.  Many  others  will  falter,  and  plans  and  goals  will  fall  by  the 
 wayside. 

 I  think  one  of  the  most  beautiful  things  about  walking  with  Jesus  is  that  any  year,  any 
 month,  any  week,  any  day,  even  any  hour  of  any  day  can  be  a  new  beginning.  No  matter 
 where  you  have  been,  what  you  have  done,  how  you  have  failed  or  succeeded,  you  can 
 start  over  right  now,  at  this  very  moment.  The  feature  verses  imply  a  stopping  point  (do 
 not  remember  the  former  things)  and  a  starting  point  (I  will  do  a  new  thing).  Whatever  has 
 come  before  can  stop  right  now.  He  will  do  a  new  thing  in  you.  In  your  heart,  in  your 
 relationships, in your job, in your life, He will do a new thing. 

 As  I  reflect  on  the  time  I  have  spent  with  Jesus,  I  am  amazed  over  and  over  at  what  a 
 di�erence  He  has  made.  The  former  things  have  gone,  and  He  has  made  all  things  new  in 
 me.  New  hope,  new  life,  new  joy,  new  peace.  It  had  a  starting  point.  It  had  a  beginning.  At 
 the appointed time, we began again. 

 Let  the  former  things  go.  Clean  house,  get  rid  of  the  clutter  of  old  ideas  and  thoughts,  of 
 harbored  hurts  and  negative  notions.  Allow  Him  in  to  the  deepest  reaches  of  your  heart  to 
 cultivate and plant His newness of life. 

 He  is  eagerly  waiting  for  you,  longing  for  a  new  and  deeper  relationship,  extending  His 
 grace and forgiveness, His mercy and love. Reach out, and allow Him to start a new thing. 

 Father, we thank You for new beginnings. We thank You that every day is a new day in which to 
 fall more in love with You, to follow You more closely, to learn You and learn from You. We ask 
 for a new start today, and give You the next year of our lives to serve Your purposes. We praise 

 You and thank You for Your love. 
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