
 The Guide 

 �e righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them astray. 
 Proverbs 12:26 

 We  all  have  influence  in  our  worlds.  No  matter  how  small  and  narrow,  or  wide  and  varied 
 our  spheres  are,  we  have  impact  in  them.  You  may  not  think  you  do.  You  may  think  you  are 
 a  small  and  insignificant  speck  in  this  world,  that  no  one  notices  you  or  cares  what  you 
 think  or  what  you  do.  When  I  think  about  my  little  world  right  now,  I  may  think  it  is  rather 
 small,  contained,  with  few  regular  members.  Yet  I  have  family,  friends,  associates, 
 acquaintances that almost defy numbering. 

 I  have  spheres  of  influence  that  I  know  of,  and  spheres  of  influence  that  I  know  nothing 
 about.  I  have  neighbors  who  notice  when  I  leave  with  my  Bible  in  my  hand.  They  also 
 notice  what  I  carry  into  my  home.  I  have  family  who  see  what  choices  I  make  and  file  the 
 information  away.  I  have  friends  who  hear  the  joy  or  the  wrath  in  my  voice  when  I  vent  to 
 them.  I  have  fellow  church  members  who  see  me  praise  my  Savior,  and  hear  me  when  I 
 criticize another. We all have this, and we all have no idea what impact we have on others. 

 When  we  give  our  lives  to  Christ,  we  become  His  ambassadors.  We  become  His  witnesses. 
 We  become  the  guide  for  others  to  follow  on  the  path  to  Him.  I  have  been  recently 
 intrigued  by  the  phrase  “lead  someone  to  Christ.”  A  guide  is  someone  who  leads  others.  We 
 know  the  way,  but  we  cannot  walk  it  for  them.  All  we  can  do  is  show  them.  We  are  not 
 responsible for their salvation, we are only called to be the map. 

 In  the  same  way  that  we  lead  others  to  Christ  by  our  words  and  actions,  we  can  lead  some 
 astray.  We  can  represent  Christ  in  a  way  that  undermines  His  power,  His  love,  His  grace 
 and  mercy.  We  do  this  sometimes  unknowingly,  unintentionally,  and  unconsciously.  I  have 
 made  choices  that  have  compromised  my  testimony,  that  have  led  me  down  the  wrong 
 path in my own life. Who is watching who may make a wrong decision of their own? 

 I  wonder  sometimes  why  God  gave  this  task  to  us.  We  are  fallible,  we  are  prone  to  failure. 
 We  mess  up,  get  it  wrong,  we  misunderstand  and  misrepresent.  Yet,  we  are  all  tasked  with 
 going  forth  and  working  to  “make  disciples  of  all  the  nations.”  We  are  all  called  to  be  a 
 guide. Precious is the grace of God that entrusts us with this gift! 

 I  am  reminded  that  it  is  not  my  own  righteousness  that  draws  others  to  Christ,  and  I  am 
 thankful  for  that.  It  is  the  transforming  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  me.  I  pray  that  as  I 
 continue  to  walk  with  Jesus,  I  will  pour  myself  out  and  allow  Him  to  make  of  me  what  He 
 will.  I  pray  that  each  day  I  become  a  better  guide,  a  more  true  witness,  a  more  faithful 
 ambassador. And I trust Him with my mistakes, that He will make something of even those. 

 Father, we thank You for Your work on the cross and for the transforming power of the Holy 
 Spirit. We thank You for trusting us with this gift of grace, and we ask that You enable us to 

 become a faithful and true witness to Your love. 
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