
 Day of Wrath 

 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. 
 Proverbs 11:4 

 I  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  book  of  Revelation  recently,  so  in  the  course  of  my 
 normal  reading  this  morning  the  phrase  “day  of  wrath”  in  the  feature  verse  above  jumped 
 out  at  me.  Revelation  is  the  accounting  of  the  events  to  take  place  in  the  future.  They  tell 
 the  story  of  the  day  of  wrath.  It  is  certainly  a  sobering  story,  this  history  that  has  yet  to 
 happen.  I  am  thankful  that  through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I  will  be  exempt 
 from that outpouring of His wrath. 

 The  wrath  of  God  is  fierce,  just,  righteous,  and  deserved  when  it  will  be  poured  out  on 
 those  who  remain  on  the  earth,  those  who  have  mocked  and  belittled  Him,  who  have 
 scorned  and  ridiculed  His  love  and  His  holiness.  It  is  telling  to  me  that  His  grace  is 
 prolonged  to  the  degree  that  it  has  been.  He  is  unwilling  that  any  should  perish  but  all 
 should  come  to  repentance.  He  is  giving  every  opportunity  possible  to  every  person 
 possible  to  accept  His  gift  of  grace.  He  does  not  want  to  pour  out  His  wrath  on  humanity. 
 Yet  just  like  a  swollen  stream  or  river,  the  wrath  of  God  will  overflow  the  dam  of  His  mercy 
 when it is full up. 

 Nothing  will  profit  man  in  that  day.  No  amount  of  self-righteousness,  no  amount  of  good 
 deeds,  no  amount  of  money,  or  health,  or  prestige,  or  power,  or  position,  or  influence  will 
 save  mankind  in  the  day  of  wrath.  Today  wealth  is  sought  after  at  the  expense  of  all  else. 
 Power,  position,  and  influence  is  desired  above  the  tender  fruits  of  a  Spirit-led  life. 
 Self-promotion  is  the  default,  self-defense  is  the  norm,  self-righteousness  is  the  baseline. 
 Self is the king. 

 But  in  that  day,  the  whole  of  “self”  will  be  destroyed  under  the  mighty  wrath  of  a  righteous 
 God.  The  knowledge  of  this  makes  me  tremble  in  fear  and  in  relief  that  I  will  not  experience 
 it.  It  makes  sorrow  well  up  in  my  heart  for  those  who  will.  For  those  who  pursue  riches,  in 
 whatever  form  they  take,  I  sorrow  for  their  soul  when  they  realize  too  late  that  their  pursuit 
 was in vain. 

 Riches  will  not  profit  man  in  the  day  of  wrath.  Death  will  come,  eternal  separation  from  the 
 loving  and  Almighty  God,  eternal  torment  in  the  place  where  there  is  no  love,  no  light,  no 
 hope.  Those  who  reach  that  point  are  doomed,  and  it  is  terrible  to  know.  Righteousness 
 delivers  from  death;  not  our  righteousness…the  righteousness  of  Christ  o�ered  to  us  in 
 exchange  for  our  sin.  I  praise  Him  that  He  has  extended  His  grace  to  us.  I  pray  that  all  who 
 will, will come to Him now, before the great and terrible day of wrath. 

 Father, we thank You for the love You have shown us. We thank You for the way out, the way 
 home to You. We thank You that You have exchanged our sinfulness for Your righteousness 
 through Your work on the cross. We pray that urgency will rise up in us for those who do not 

 know You. 
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