
 Quarrelsome 

 �e Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient 
 when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may 

 grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth 
 2 Timothy 2:24-25 

 Quarrelsomeness  is  miserable.  It  is  defined  as  “apt  or  disposed  to  quarrel  (argue  or 
 disagree)  in  an  often  petty  manner.”  It  is  a  vastly  unpleasant  state  to  be  in  or  to  be 
 around.  We  have  all  experienced  it...I  can  remember  times  when  my  daughter  was  little 
 where  she  was  just  crabby.  Nothing  satisfied  her,  nothing  made  her  happy.  She  found  fault 
 with  everything.  Unfortunately,  many  adults  are  like  that  now.  And  what  disagreeable 
 people they are to be around! 

 Many  believers  inhabit  that  trait,  however  much  they  would  deny  it.  Righteousness,  piety 
 and  holiness  are  not  negative  things,  but  when  kindness  is  missed  they  become  dreadful. 
 How  often  it  is  that  we  find  those  who  are  righteous  and  good,  yet  unkind.  It  is 
 disheartening  to  know  that  many  times  our  local  churches  are  filled  with  those  who 
 espouse  the  holiness  of  God  without  His  kindness.  Judgement  seeps  from  every  pore, 
 drips from every word, and colors everything they see. 

 I  myself  was  such  a  person.  When  I  came  across  those  who  behaved  in  a  way  I  disagreed 
 with,  I  was  immediately  judgmental.  I  critiqued  their  relationship  with  God,  their 
 commitment  to  His  truth  and  His  way,  and  questioned  their  salvation.  Those  outside  of 
 Christ,  I  wrote  o�  as  hopeless.  When  I  came  face  to  face  with  Jesus,  though,  I  found  no 
 shame,  no  judgement.  There  was  truth  presented,  and  I  fell  far  short  of  the  goal.  Yet  there 
 was  kindness  with  it.  He  was  not  quarrelsome  with  me.  He  is  not  “disposed  to  argue  or 
 disagree,”  and  He  is  never  petty.  He,  who  alone  has  the  right  to  judge,  did  not  judge  me. 
 He, who alone was without sin, did not withhold His mercy from me in my own sins. 

 He  was  and  is  kind.  He  was  and  is  patient  when  wronged,  gentle.  He  corrects  and  steers  us 
 towards  the  truth,  knowing  that  the  truth  will  set  us  free  from  the  captivity  of  sin.  When  we 
 encounter  others  who  are  walking  the  wrong  path,  what  use  is  it  for  us  to  be  judgemental 
 and  merciless  with  them?  What  use  is  it  to  be  quarrelsome  and  crabby?  We  are  called  to 
 be  kind,  my  friend.  We  are  called  to  be  gentle  and  patient.  We  are  called  to  see  humanity 
 through Jesus’ eyes. We are called to love them as He loves. 

 Quarrelsomeness  will  get  us  nowhere.  It  closes  doors  that  the  Holy  Spirit  opens  for  us. 
 Judgement  has  no  place  in  our  day  to  day  walk.  May  we  allow  Jesus  to  transform  our 
 crabbiness into His kindness. 

 Father, we thank You for Your overwhelming love for us fallen, fallible people. We thank You 
 that You withheld judgement from us and extended grace and mercy for without that we would 

 be lost indeed. We ask that You enable us to o�er Your kindness to those in need of it. 
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