
 Salty 

 You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty 
 again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by 

 men. 
 Matthew 5:13 

 Salt  was  used  extensively  in  the  past  for  a  variety  of  purposes.  It  was  used  as  currency,  to 
 build  and  maintain  empires,  and  in  ancient  Chinese  culture  salt  even  influenced 
 technological  advancements.  In  all  of  the  ancient  world,  salt  was  used  to  disinfect  and  to 
 protect  from  disease.  Up  until  there  were  consistent  means  of  refrigeration,  salt  was  used 
 to  preserve  meat.  It  is  also  used  to  add  flavor  and  savor  to  food...I  am  a  salt-lover  for  sure, 
 and rarely do I eat a dish without first putting salt on it! 

 I  know  that  we  believers  in  the  modern  era  are  familiar  with  the  term  “salt  and  light.”  It  is  a 
 standard  that  is  preached  often,  taught  often.  We  are  called  to  be  salt  and  light.  But  what 
 does that mean? 

 In  the  feature  verse,  Jesus  is  speaking  to  His  disciples  and  telling  them  that  they  are  the 
 salt  of  the  earth.  What  a  responsibility  that  is!  In  Jesus’  day,  the  disciples  would  have  been 
 intimately  familiar  with  just  how  powerful  that  commodity  was.  Can  you  imagine  how  it 
 must have felt to know that they were being compared to such a mighty staple? 

 If  I  look  at  the  world  as  it  is  today,  I  see  a  great  deal  of  decay,  of  decline  in  morals,  values, 
 and  truth.  I  see  the  lack  of  salt  as  the  preservative  of  the  core  of  society.  If  we  are  the  salt 
 of  the  earth,  we  are  not  doing  our  job.  We  have  lost  our  “savour”  as  the  King  James  puts  it. 
 It’s  not  just  the  taste  of  salt  that  we  have  lost,  it  is  the  e�cacy.  We  are  not  the  disinfectant, 
 the  preventative  that  believers  used  to  be.  Part  of  that,  of  course,  is  the  natural  course  of 
 this  fallen  world.  But  should  we  all  just  sit  down  and  be  tasteless?  Give  up  and  let  the  world 
 have  its  way?  Are  we  not  still  called  to  be  salt  and  light,  or  was  that  job  description 
 reserved for the early church? 

 Of  course  not!  The  words  in  the  Bible  are  as  true  today  as  they  were  2000  years  ago  when 
 they  were  inspired  and  penned!  The  job  description  for  the  original  12  disciples  is  still 
 valid  and  still  in  use  today,  many  centuries  later.  There  is  still  need  for  salt  and  light  in  this 
 decaying  world.  It  may  feel  overwhelming;  we  may  feel  useless  and  ine�ective  when  faced 
 with  the  rapidly  decomposing  world  system.  But  we  are  still  called  to  be  salt  in  our  small 
 world. We are still called to be light in the darkness around us. 

 And  if  we  are  called  to  such,  Jesus  will  equip  us  with  the  tools  to  act  as  such.  We  may  only 
 be able to a�ect a small portion of this world, but a�ect it we must. Let us be salty again! 

 Father, we thank You for Your transformative power. We praise You that what You have called 
 us to do, You will equip us to do. Help us to turn fully to You and allow You to transform us 

 and use us to transform the world around us. 
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