
 Joseph’s Compassion 

 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to 
 send her away secretly. 

 Matthew 1:19 

 There  are  many  times  when  people  we  love,  people  we  trust  and  rely  on,  do  things  that 
 hurt  us.  When  something  like  that  happens,  we  have  choices  to  make.  How  are  we  going  to 
 handle  it?  Hard-nosed  and  sti�,  following  the  letter  of  the  law?  Or  compassionate  and 
 forgiving,  allowing  for  mistakes  and  growth?  It  depends,  doesn’t  it?  It  depends  on  the 
 person or people involved, the actions or inactions, and certainly the emotions. 

 Joseph  certainly  had  choices  to  make  when  he  discovered  that  his  betrothed  wife,  Mary, 
 was  pregnant.  He  knew  he  hadn’t  been  with  her,  and  quite  naturally  would  have  wondered 
 who  the  father  was.  He  would  have  reviewed  all  the  events  and  places  and  people,  trying 
 to  figure  out  what  happened.  He  likely  experienced  a  great  deal  of  anger  at  least  initially; 
 she had broken a covenant with him, and had broken the law as well. 

 But  somewhere  in  his  heart  was  a  beat  of  compassion.  The  feature  verse  above  displays 
 this.  Though  he  was  a  righteous  man,  and  would  have  followed  the  letter  of  the  law  to  the 
 best  of  his  ability,  he  had  compassion  on  Mary.  He  was  not  initially  willing  to  fulfill  his  own 
 obligations  to  her  after  her  fall  from  grace,  but  did  not  want  to  humiliate  her.  He  was 
 prepared  to  do  what  he  felt  necessary  in  a  way  that  would  have  left  room  for  her  to 
 recover. 

 We  may  have  all  been  faced  with  a  situation  where  a  loved  one  acts  in  a  way  that  causes 
 emotional  harm  to  us  in  an  otherwise  stable  and  healthy  relationship.  Each  one  of  us  has 
 a  choice  in  that  moment.  We  can  choose  to  be  right,  or  we  can  choose  to  be  loving.  We 
 can  choose  to  follow  the  letter  of  the  law,  or  we  can  choose  to  show  compassion.  We  can 
 choose to excuse, or we can choose to forgive and rebuild. 

 It  is  human  nature  to  hurt  when  we  have  been  hurt.  We  strike  out,  we  retaliate,  we  repay 
 them  for  the  hurt  they  have  caused.  Some  of  us  belittle  and  tear  down  those  who  have 
 wronged  us.  Some  of  us  cut  them  o�  completely,  walking  away  with  no  opening  for 
 recovery.  Few  of  us  truly  realize  the  burden  that  anger  and  unforgiveness  places  on  our 
 own  hearts.  Few  of  us  understand  that  harboring  anger,  acting  in  retaliation,  places 
 chains on us that keep us tied to that person and that harmful action. 

 May  we  allow  Christ  to  soften  our  hearts,  to  enable  us  to  show  mercy,  and  where 
 continuing  the  relationship  is  impossible,  to  refuse  to  seek  vengeance  and  instead  bestow 
 compassion. 

 Father, we thank You for the compassion You have shown for us. We thank You for Your 
 forgiveness that is extended freely for all who would ask. We ask that You work in our hearts, 

 instilling in us Your compassion and love for all who wrong us. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


