
 Mary’s Faith 

 And Mary said, “Behold, the bond-slave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your 
 word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 Luke 1:38 

 It  is  not  often  in  this  day  and  age  that  a  teenager  possesses  the  grace  and  wisdom  to 
 submit  completely  to  another’s  will.  For  that  matter,  not  many  adults  have  this  quality 
 either.  The  chances  of  submission  go  down  when  the  task  presented  is  unfavorable, 
 uncomfortable, or di�cult. 

 I  have  to  ask  myself  how  I  would  have  reacted  if  I  were  Mary.  Had  I  encountered  a  celestial 
 being  out  of  the  blue  who  had  something  to  tell  me  that  was  going  to  alter  my  life  forever, 
 put  me  in  hot  water  with  my  parents  and  my  fiance,  and  be  impossible  for  those  around 
 me to believe, I likely would have argued or politely (or not so politely) declined. 

 Even  in  a  time  where  young  girls  were  trained  and  conditioned  to  accept  authority,  and  in 
 a  culture  where  decisions  about  marriage  and  family  were  made  first  by  her  parents,  then 
 by  her  husband,  this  task  presented  would  have  been  di�cult  to  accept.  Not  just  for  the 
 impossibility of it (vs 34) but also for the backlash she would face. 

 I  believe  I  would  have  questioned…do  you  realize  what  you’re  asking  of  me?  Do  you  know 
 how  this  is  going  to  a�ect  my  life,  the  life  of  my  family  and  my  fiance’s  family?  Mary  stood 
 to  lose  the  future  that  had  been.  She  had  to  have  known  that.  She  had  to  have  known  how 
 this  news  would  be  received  by  her  parents,  by  her  betrothed.  She  may  have  had  scenes  of 
 her  altered  future  flash  through  her  mind…the  almost  certainty  of  losing  her  fiance,  the 
 possibility  of  backlash  from  religious  authorities,  the  potential  of  being  removed  from  her 
 home,  the  prospect  that  she  would  have  to  birth  and  raise  a  child  on  her  own  with  no  way 
 to  provide.  She  had  no  way  of  knowing  how  God  would  move  and  work  in  Joseph’s  heart. 
 She  was  not  told  what  would  happen.  She  was  simply  told  that  she  was  chosen  to  bear  the 
 Son of God. 

 There  are  many  times  in  our  own  lives  when  we  will  be  faced  with  a  task  that  seems 
 impossible.  Many  times  when  our  convictions  will  force  us  to  walk  away  from  what  is 
 familiar,  what  is  known,  what  is  sure,  into  the  unfamiliar,  unknown,  and  unsure.  There  will 
 be  no  less  anxiety,  no  less  fear  than  what  Mary  faced  when  Gabriel  visited  her.  We  can  rest 
 assured  that  “nothing  will  be  impossible  with  God.”  We  can  rest  assured  that  God  knows 
 what  He  is  asking  us  to  do,  He  knows  our  fears  and  our  hearts,  our  frailties  and  our 
 failures.  And  He  will  work  His  plan.  May  we  respond  as  Mary  did,  “may  it  be  done  to  me 
 according to your word.” 

 Father, we thank You for Your amazing work in our hearts. We praise You that You know all 
 things, and are working all things together for our good and Your glory. We ask that You instill 

 in us the faith to believe You and take You at Your word, and the trust to say may it be done. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


