
 Mortal Man 

 Do not trust in princes, in mortal man, in whom there is no salvation. 
 Psalm 146:3 

 We  all  have  people  in  our  lives  who  love  to  o�er  their  opinions  on  any  given  subject. 
 Friends,  family,  coworkers,  spouse,  children...they  all  have  something  to  say.  If  you’re  like 
 me,  most  of  the  time  what  even  my  friends  and  family  say  goes  in  one  ear  and  out  the 
 other  unless  I  am  particularly  close  to  that  person,  unless  that  person  has  earned  the 
 right  to  speak  truth  into  my  life.  Not  everyone  has  that  right,  or  that  ability.  It  comes  with 
 knowing  that  person  intimately,  with  knowing  their  baseline,  their  foundation.  It  comes 
 with trust. 

 Trust  is  earned.  Trust  is  built  over  time.  At  the  beginning  of  a  new  relationship,  trust  is 
 surface  and  shallow.  It’s  there,  but  it’s  not  very  deep.  There’s  some  benefit  of  the  doubt, 
 but  for  the  most  part  actions  must  line  up  with  words.  For  me,  it  takes  a  great  deal  of  time 
 to  reach  a  place  of  deep  trust,  where  even  when  actions  don’t  line  up  with  words  the 
 person still gets the benefit of the doubt. 

 In  this  fallen  world,  we  have  all  experienced  the  breaking  of  trust  by  someone  we  gave  our 
 hearts  to,  someone  we  relied  upon.  The  heartbreak  associated  with  that  is  immensely 
 painful,  whether  it  comes  from  a  broken  romantic  relationship,  familial  relationship,  or 
 however it may be classified. It hurts. 

 It  is  tempting  to  wall  o�  the  heart  after  experiencing  such  pain.  It  is  tempting  to  take  the 
 words  in  the  feature  verse  above  and  assume  that  we  shouldn’t  trust  anyone  ...that  not 
 even  the  best  among  us  is  trustworthy.  But  I  think  there  is  a  di�erent  truth  in  the  feature 
 verse.  Because  it  is  also  tempting,  when  we’ve  had  our  heart  broken,  to  hold  tightly  to 
 those  in  our  lives  who  haven’t  betrayed  our  trust.  These  become  our  salvation,  the  ones 
 we cling to so desperately. 

 But  they  are  not  able  to  sustain.  They  cannot  save.  They  cannot  provide  true  solace  for  a 
 broken  heart.  Only  Jesus  can.  Only  Jesus  can  hold  you  up  when  you’ve  been  let  down, 
 used,  abused,  lied  to,  cheated  on,  mistreated,  maligned.  Only  Jesus  o�ers  a  true  resting 
 place, a home for us to abide in. Only Jesus can save. 

 We  are  called  to  create  and  develop  loving  relationships  with  other  humans  on  this  earth. 
 But  we  are  mortal.  We  are  fallible.  We  fail.  We  will  be  let  down  by  them.  We  will  let  them  down 
 ourselves.  But  Jesus  never  will.  He  is  always  there,  always  faithful,  always  strong  and  loving 
 and  true.  When  He  is  our  mainstay,  our  foundation,  our  Rock,  then  we  will  not  be  shaken 
 by whatever comes from mortal man. 

 Father, we thank You for Your faithfulness. We thank You that You and You alone are worthy 
 of our complete and utter trust. We thank You that You are our Rock and our Fortress. We ask 

 for strength to weather the hard times on this earth and to trust You fully to carry us home. 
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