
 Diligent 

 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest - your poverty will come in 
 like a vagabond and your need like an armed man. 

 Proverbs 6:10-11 

 Procrastination  is  a  curse  word.  Unfortunately  I  use  it  all  the  time.  I  am  prone  to  putting 
 o�  what  can  be  done  tomorrow,  then  finding  myself  annoyed  when  tomorrow  comes  and  I 
 have  no  choice  but  to  act.  Sometimes  I  lose  a  blessing  due  to  procrastination  -  I  just  put  it 
 o�  for  too  long  and  miss  out.  I  know  I  am  not  alone  in  that;  there  are  many  of  us  who  find 
 ourselves in that situation. 

 As  I  read  the  feature  verses  this  morning,  I  realized  that  mostly  they  are  read  as  a  warning 
 against  laziness,  and  they  are  definitely  speaking  of  physical  and  financial  well-being.  But 
 I  began  to  look  at  them  from  a  di�erent  perspective.  I  saw  them  also  as  a  warning  against 
 spiritual laziness. This is also a mindset that I find myself in far too often. 

 “A  little  sleep,  a  little  slumber,  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  rest.”  Think  of  that  in 
 connection  with  allowing  just  a  little  wiggle  room  in  your  commitment  to  Christ.  I’m  just 
 tired  of  going  to  church  all  the  time.  I’m  just  tired  of  getting  up  to  read  my  Bible  every 
 morning.  I  just  want  a  break...just  a  little  one.  I’m  tired  of  guarding  my  mind  so  that 
 garbage  doesn’t  go  in  it.  I’m  tired  of  guarding  my  tongue  so  I  don’t  hurt  someone.  I’m  tired 
 of making sure I stay away from compromising situations. 

 “Your  poverty  will  come  in  like  a  vagabond  and  your  need  like  an  armed  man.”  It  only  takes 
 a  little  to  end  up  costing  you  a  lot.  Staying  home  from  church  one  Sunday  makes  it  easier 
 to  stay  home  the  next.  Sleeping  in  and  not  reading  your  Bible  one  morning  makes  it  easier 
 to  do  the  next.  Allowing  your  mind  to  wander  and  absorb  trash  and  filth  of  this  world  even 
 once makes it harder to see the trash and filth the next time. 

 Making  small  compromises  in  our  walk  with  Christ  leads  to  bigger  ones.  Accepting  “little” 
 sins  makes  the  bigger  ones  seem  a  little  smaller  too.  Compromise  is  also  a  curse  word  for 
 the  Christian.  I’m  not  speaking  of  human  relations;  I’m  speaking  of  compromising  at  all  on 
 the  Word  of  God,  on  what  He  has  called  us  as  His  followers  to  do  and  to  be.  There  is  no 
 wiggle room. Any compromise leads to a poverty of spirit. 

 Dear  friend,  Jesus  does  not  call  us  to  live  in  poverty.  In  His  economy,  we  have  access  to  all 
 the  riches  of  the  universe  -  those  that  truly  matter,  that  truly  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
 spirit.  We  have  access  to  joy,  peace,  love,  mercy,  faithfulness.  All  these  are  riches  that  are 
 a�orded  to  the  child  of  the  King.  I  pray  that  all  of  us  stay  diligent  and  intentional  in  our 
 walk with Him - the rewards are immeasurable. 

 Father, we thank You for the riches of Your glory, for the peace and joy that is beyond 
 comprehension, the mercy and grace that allows us as sinners to become children of the King. 

 We ask that You help us be diligent and keep our eyes on You, to walk in Your light without 
 compromise. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


