
 Cheating 

 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey and smoother than oil is her speech; but in the end she 
 is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 

 Proverbs 5:3-4 

 Have  you  ever  thought  about  your  relationship  with  God  in  the  same  terms  as  a 
 committed  relationship  with  another  person,  for  example  husband  and  wife,  or  an 
 engaged  couple?  There  are  societal  norms  for  those  types  of  committed  relationships, 
 where  it  is  understood  that  each  individual  reserves  themselves  for  the  other  alone.  They 
 are  a  team,  they  have  agreed  to  do  life  together,  to  rely  on  each  other,  to  protect  and 
 defend  each  other,  to  promote  and  encourage  each  other,  to  grow  together.  When  either 
 party  breaks  those  promises,  by  giving  their  heart,  mind,  or  body  to  another,  we  call  it 
 cheating. 

 Can  you  cheat  on  God?  I  believe  you  can.  I  believe  the  Israelites  did  for  centuries,  and  it 
 broke  God’s  heart.  I  believe  we  still  do  today.  When  God  calls  us  to  Himself,  when  we  feel 
 the  tug  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  our  hearts,  and  we  make  the  commitment  to  give  our  lives  to 
 Jesus,  recognizing  that  He  and  He  alone  is  salvation,  we  enter  into  a  relationship  with 
 Him.  He  seals  us  (Ephesians  1:13),  adopts  us  into  His  family  (Ephesians  1:4),  and  makes  us 
 part  of  His  bride.  I  think  a  lot  of  us  don’t  realize  the  gravity  of  the  transaction  that  takes 
 place  on  salvation.  It’s  not  a  flippant,  fly-by-night  deal.  It’s  real  and  serious  and  important. 
 It’s a promise made to you by God Almighty. It’s a promise made to God by you. 

 When  we  allow  sin  into  our  lives,  when  we  follow  that  shiny  prize,  when  we  allow  our 
 attention  to  wander,  we  break  that  promise  to  God.  We  cheat.  Sin  is  alluring:  it  feels  good, 
 it  looks  good,  it  sounds  good,  it  makes  all  kinds  of  promises.  The  promises  drip  honey  and 
 are  smooth  as  oil.  But  in  the  end,  the  promises  turn  to  ash  and  are  bitter  and  sharp.  All 
 sin  will  end  this  way.  There  is  no  exception.  It  is  an  ironclad  rule.  Whether  you  ever  see  the 
 e�ects  of  it  or  not,  all  sin  is  bitter  and  cold  and  ugly.  It  damages  hearts  and  minds,  it 
 destroys and erodes the spirit. 

 How  heartbreaking  it  is  to  know  that  the  person  who  reserved  him  or  herself  for  God 
 Almighty  allows  sin  to  destroy  them.  They  belong  to  the  King,  yet  they  allow  the  tempter  to 
 have  his  way.  They  turn  their  eyes  from  Him,  turn  their  attention  away  from  Him,  and  allow 
 someone or something else to take God’s place. 

 But  praise  the  Name  of  the  King,  we  can  return!  It  is  never  too  late,  and  He  will  always 
 welcome  you  back.  He  wants  the  relationship  with  you,  He  wants  you  to  love  Him  and  walk 
 with  Him  and  do  life  with  Him.  He  wants  the  promise,  and  wants  you  to  walk  in  His  promise 
 to you. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patience with our fickle hearts. We praise You for Your 
 redemptive power, for Your endless and steadfast love for us. We ask You to help us guard our 

 hearts and minds against the wiles of the enemy and to remain true to You. 
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