
 Case Dismissed 

 Plead my cause and redeem me; revive me according to Your word. 
 Psalm 119:154 

 A  courtroom  is  an  unsettling  place  to  be,  whether  you  are  there  as  an  accused  or  not. 
 There  is  something  about  standing  in  the  place  where  lives  are  changed  -  verdicts  are 
 rendered,  sentences  are  determined  and  issued,  wrongs  are  righted  -  that  is  profound 
 and  solemn.  The  cast  of  characters  in  the  courtroom  is  wide  and  varied,  and  each  has  a 
 role  to  fulfill,  but  it  boils  down  to  the  accused,  the  accuser,  and  the  judge.  A  law  was 
 broken,  and  someone  stands  accused  of  breaking  it.  The  judge  must  uphold  the  law  and 
 exact punishment for the breaking of it. 

 The  beginning  of  the  book  of  Job  gives  us  a  behind-the-scenes  glance  at  the  courtroom 
 of  Heaven.  Chapter  1,  verse  6,  tells  us  that  the  sons  of  God  came  to  present  themselves 
 before  Him,  and  Satan  also  came  among  them.  The  Hebrew  word  translated  Satan  means 
 an  opponent,  and  the  root  word  means  to  attack  or  accuse,  to  be  an  adversary.  He 
 showed  himself  true  to  that  description  in  the  account  of  Job  and  his  trials.  This  accuser, 
 this  adversary,  continues  in  that  same  role  today,  and  will  until  he  is  put  in  his  place  by 
 the  Judge  Himself.  He  stands  before  our  Creator  and  Judge  and  lists  all  the  wrong  that 
 we have done. 

 In  this  courtroom  of  Heaven,  I  stand  condemned  and  shamed  because  I  know  the 
 accusations  leveled  against  me  are  true.  I  have  to  plead  guilty.  I  have  no  defense,  I  have 
 no choice but to accept that I have broken God’s laws and these acts require payment. 

 But  I  have  a  Defender.  Hebrews  7:25  says  “Therefore  He  is  able  also  to  save  forever  those 
 who  draw  near  to  God  through  Him,  since  He  always  lives  to  make  intercession  for  them.” 
 He  intercedes  when  the  Adversary  rightfully  accuses  me  of  wrongdoing.  Intercession  is  the 
 act of intervening on behalf of another. 

 Through  no  work  of  my  own  doing,  nothing  I  have  earned  or  could  ever  deserve,  I  have 
 Someone  who  has  come  to  my  defense.  He  stands  and  pleads  for  me.  He  redeems  me. 
 Jesus,  my  Defender,  steps  into  the  courtroom  of  Heaven,  in  the  middle  of  the  proceedings 
 against me, and intervenes on my behalf. 

 While  the  Adversary  is  accurate  in  his  case  against  me,  Jesus  has  already  paid  the  price 
 for  my  wrongdoings.  There  is  nothing  now  that  can  be  attributed  to  my  account.  The 
 Adversary  can  accuse,  he  can  yell  and  scream,  snort  and  blow,  but  nothing  he  can  say 
 changes the fact that my Redeemer has already taken my punishment. Case dismissed. 

 Father, we praise You and thank You that Your love provided what Your holiness demanded. 
 We praise You and thank You that we have a Redeemer who pleads our case before You. We 

 thank You and praise You for the saving work of Jesus Christ. 
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