
Hope Blooms

Sustain me according to Your word, that I may live; and do not let me be ashamed of my hope.
Psalm 119:116

Is there someone in your life whose word you know you can rely on? Someone who, if they
say they will do something, you know you can depend on them to do it? It’s disheartening
how often people don’t keep their word. There are some who do their best but
circumstances prevent them. There are some who truly think they can or will follow
through with their promise, but at the sticking point they realize they can’t. There are
some who never intended to fulfill their promises, but simply used the words to get what
they wanted. I’ve been exposed to all of these, and each one has an e�ect.

Over the years of my lifetime, I have been disappointed time and time again by those who
do not keep their word. The toll it takes on relationships, on trust, is deep and lasting. I
eventually reached a point where I discounted nearly everything. I relied upon nothing
and no one, and assumed that everyone would disappoint. What a lonely, miserable place
to be.

There came a day, however, when Jesus called to me and I heard Him. There came a day
when hope bloomed, when trust was founded, when reliance was fostered and nurtured.
There came a day when I found the One I can depend upon.

As I studied the feature verse, I realized that the word translated “ashamed” also means
disappointed. I began thinking about being disappointed, and I realized just how deeply I
know I can rely upon Jesus. He is my anchor, my rock, my shelter. I know that He is faithful
and true. I know that He sustains me. I know that He and He alone can provide everything
I need. I know that no matter what, I can hope in Him and I will never be disappointed.

There is a passage in Romans that the feature verse reminded me of. It’s found in chapter
5 and may be familiar to you: “we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation
brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character,
hope; and hope does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out within
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

There may be disappointment in every earthly relationship you have. There may never be
a person who always, consistently keeps their word. But there is One who will never let you
down. There is One you can run to and know that He will hide and protect, guide and
comfort, revive and correct, transform and perfect. His word sustains us that we may live,
and we will never be ashamed, or disappointed, in the hope we have in Him.

Father, we thank You for Your faithfulness. We thank You that You always love. We thank You
that You never leave us or forsake us. Father, we ask that You sustain us by and with Your

word, and help us rely upon Your truth as the one that will never disappoint.
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