
Anticipate

You are my hiding place and my shield, I wait for Your word.
Psalm 119:114

All of us know what it feels like to anticipate something. There are things that we know are
going to happen, they just haven’t happened yet. It’s that knowing, that firm belief, that
moves it from expectation to anticipation. Expecting something means it is regarded as
likely to happen. Anticipating means to expect something and take action. Anticipating
involves preparation. I anticipate that Christmas is coming; therefore at the appropriate
time, I prepare for it by putting up decorations and buying gifts.

As I studied the feature verse, I found several things that captured my attention. Usually I
take the words in order and look up the original Hebrew, get the full flavor of the
definition. This time it was not only the original Hebrew word that struck me, but also the
Principle of First Mention, when this same word appears the first time in scripture. The
word that I looked up first was “wait.” The original word is yachal and it literally means to
wait, to be patient, to hope. The first time this word is used in scripture is Genesis 8:12.

In this passage, we find Noah sending out the dove from the ark. The verse reads: Then he
waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, but she did not return to him again.
This was the third time Noah had sent out the dove. The first time, she came back having
found no place to land. The second time she came back with an olive leaf. The third time
she didn’t come back. Noah waited to send the dove out between the first and second
times, and between the second and third times. But there are two di�erent words
translated as wait. The first one, found in verse 10, means to twist or whirl, to writhe in pain
or fear. The second one, in verse 12, is our word for wait, yachal. Oh the di�erence between
the first and second waiting periods! The first is without hope, fearful and grievous. The
second is anticipatory, it’s preparatory, it’s hope-filled and sure. It’s ready to go, just
waiting on the word.

There is a specific word we are waiting for, the word that will be shouted from the air
accompanied by a trumpet blast. That word means we will finally see our Redeemer, our
Bridegroom face to face. In the meantime, He is our covering and protection, He is the
buckler, the small shield that guards our sword hand, and His word is our sword.

You may be in a period of waiting right now. It may seem like it will never come to an end. It
may be dark and uncertain. You may be internally writhing in pain or fear. But, dear one, if
your hope is in Jesus, you can wait with anticipation. His word is true, faithful and sure.
And He is coming back for you!

Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You that it is dependable, reliable, faithful and
true. We thank You that You are our hiding place and our shield. Help us to wait with

anticipation, and work in the meantime.
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