
Bitter and Sweet

How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth.
Psalm 119:103

I am not a fan of black co�ee. It is bitter and unpleasant, and I find it di�cult to get past
that to the co�ee taste that I love. I need the bitterness of the brew to be countered with a
good measure of cream, to the point that my co�ee is typically pretty light. I’ve been
teased before that I like a little co�ee with my cream, to which I just have to shrug and
agree. Some people may prefer bitter tastes over sweet, but I am not one of them.

There is a verse in Revelation that came to mind when I read the feature verse above. It’s
found in Revelation 10:9, and says “So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little
book. And he said to me, ‘Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter but in your
mouth it will be sweet as honey.’ ” The passage echoes Ezekiel chapter 3 as well. There is
both sweet and bitter to be found in the Word of God. It all depends on your position.

The Word tells us of Jehovah’s plan of redemption. It tells us of Jesus the Christ, the
Messiah, the Savior, who gave His own life as a ransom for ours. It tells us of the great and
precious promises given to those who believe in Him. It tells of the power and majesty of
Creator God. It tells of the love the Father has for His creation. Titus 3:5-7 are some of my
favorite verses: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind
appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being
justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” What
sweet words! What life and hope is found in this truth!

For those who are redeemed, whose sins have been forgiven, who have received the seal of
the Holy Spirit, the Words of God are sweet as honey. There is comfort, grace, mercy,
faithfulness, purity, love, and truth found in them. There is hope in knowing that this world
is not all there is, the ultimate hope of complete restoration of our relationship with the
Almighty. For those who refuse the gift o�ered, there is condemnation and judgement, a
miserable, tortured existence completely apart from the presence of God. The wrath to
come, the judgment of God against the sins of this world, is bitter. It is true, it is deserved,
it is righteous; but oh how horrible and bitter!

I am so thankful that He has redeemed me and that I can rely on the promises found in
His word. If you have not made this choice yet, I urge you to do so today. I pray that the
bitterness of the wrath to come will not fall on you. There is hope, there is redemption,
freely available to any who believe on the name of Jesus the Christ, and it is sweet!

Father, we thank You for Your redemptive plan. We thank You that You made the way back to
Yourself out of Your unfailing kindness and love for us. We thank You that we who believe can

escape the wrath to come. Help us to share Your promises with those who don’t know You!
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