
Bonded

O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
Psalm 119:97

What does it mean to have a bond with someone? The best definition I have found of an
emotional bond is this: a strong, uniting feeling of friendship or love based on shared
emotions, beliefs, and/or experiences. Using that definition, I find I have these bonds with
several people, my daughter and grandchildren being the first that come to mind. There
are a multitude of shared emotions, beliefs and experiences between us, and our hearts
are knit together, uniting us. What hurts one, hurts the other; what thrills one, thrills the
other. We are united. We are bonded.

When I read and studied the feature verse, and picked apart the word usage, I discovered
that the word translated “love” is the Hebrew word ahab. This word is used to describe a
variety of intensely close emotional bonds; that of parent to child, child to parent, sibling
to sibling, spouse to spouse. Applying that definition to the Word of God, even as much as
I have studied and read, gave me pause. “O how I am emotionally bonded to Your law!”

I have several copies of the Bible in my home. One is my “favorite”, the one I use to study,
and I say and feel often that I love my Bible. I would be heartbroken to lose that copy of
the Word. But I don’t think that’s what the writer of this verse in Psalms is talking about.

My first thought, upon applying the definition of ahab in this verse was “can I have an
emotional bond with an inanimate object?” That is what most people think of when they
think of the Bible, a collection of tales, encounters, rules and principles that people live by.
Even those who regularly attend church rarely dig deeper than the surface of the Word.

Hebrews tells us that the word is “living and active, and sharper than any two-edged
sword.” Isaiah 55:11 says that the word of God will not return to Him empty but will
accomplish what He desires and will succeed in the purpose for which He sent it. John
17:17 tells us that His word is truth. In 2 Timothy 3:16 we find that “all scripture is
God-breathed.” What else did God breathe into? Man. When God breathed into man, man
became a living soul.

The Living Word is God’s love letter to us. It is all about Jesus, from beginning to end. You
may not love His word, or even Him, the way others do, or the way you feel you should - but
you can ask Him to change that! Ask Him to cause you to love His word, to love Him. Ask
Him to bond you to His word, to Him. Begin and He will continue. His word will not return
empty. Open it and see.

Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You that You love us so much that You sent
Your only Son to pay the price for our sins and open the door back to You. We thank You that
You have not left us orphans, but left us a love letter by which we can discover who You are.

Cause us to love You more; cause us to love Your word.
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