
 Settled 

 Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. 
 Psalm 119:89 

 The  feature  verse  above  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  authority  of  parents  settling  arguments 
 between  siblings.  When  the  parent  spoke,  it  was  finished,  done.  No  more  arguing.  I  am 
 intimately  familiar  with  that  type  of  “settling”  as  I  have  both  experienced  it  and  employed  it 
 myself.  But  this  is  temporary  authority.  Children  grow  up  and  assume  their  own  authority 
 over themselves and their worlds, and the cycle continues. 

 There  is  ultimate  authority  displayed  in  this  verse.  Above  all  arguments,  beyond  all 
 change,  growth,  cycles,  events,  circumstances,  decisions,  there  is  a  word  that  has  been 
 spoken  and  it  is  settled.  Finished.  Done.  Settled  in  this  verse  means  appointed,  erected, 
 established,  stationed.  It  is  firmly  fixed  and  immovable.  It  is  an  all-encompassing  word  that 
 brooks  no  arguments  nor  entertains  any  alternatives.  There  are  no  ifs,  ands,  or  buts  with 
 this  word.  And  how  long  will  this  word  that  is  spoken  last?  Forever.  Words  fascinate  me,  and 
 I  found  it  immensely  interesting  that  the  word  translated  “forever”  means  “the  vanishing 
 point.”  Further  than  what  we  can  see,  further  than  what  can  be  recorded  as  time,  His  word 
 is  settled.  At  no  point  inside  or  outside  time  itself  will  His  word  ever  change.  Mercy,  what  a 
 comforting thought! 

 I  thought  about  God’s  words  that  have  been  spoken  and  recorded  for  us,  contained  in 
 Scripture.  I  thought  about  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  time.  We  can  see  the  e�ects,  the 
 evidence  of  God’s  words  in  the  beginning.  We  are  inhabiting  it  right  now.  We  see  it’s  beauty, 
 we  see  its  intricacies,  we  see  the  immensity  of  His  creation,  and  we  know  that  it  was  spoken 
 into  existence  from  nothing,  forever  demonstrating  the  unfathomable  authority  and 
 power  of  the  words  of  Jehovah.  When  I  read  the  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  I  find  the  same 
 authority.  These  events  described  will  happen.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  an  inconceivable 
 way, they have already happened and are just waiting for time to catch up to eternity. 

 If  the  beginning  and  the  end  are  firmly  established  and  fixed,  then  it  follows  that 
 everything  in  the  middle  is  as  well.  Everything  that  I  read  in  Scripture  is  as  settled  as  the 
 beginning  and  the  end.  The  verses  that  bring  me  comfort,  those  that  bring  conviction, 
 those  that  call  for  change,  that  require  action,  they  are  all  settled.  One  resonates  with  me 
 more  than  others,  one  brings  comfort  to  me  in  the  middle  of  any  circumstance  or  event, 
 whether  initiated  by  my  own  actions  or  the  actions  of  others:  He  who  has  begun  a  good 
 work in you  will complete it  until the day of Jesus Christ (Phil 1:6, emphasis mine). 

 Forever  His  word  is  established.  His  promises  are  true.  His  faithfulness  endures  to  all 
 generations. Praise His name. 

 Father, we thank You for Your enduring faithfulness. We thank You for the power and 
 authority in Your spoken word, and that You have spoken promises over us as Your children. 

 We praise You for Your immense, immeasurable love for us. 
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