
 Jehovah’s Portion 

 �e Lord is my portion; I have promised to keep Your words. 
 Psalm 119:57 

 The  concept  of  owning  land  is  front  and  center  in  the  region  I  grew  up  in;  most  people 
 want  to  be  able  to  own  their  own  property.  While  it  comes  with  it’s  own  set  of  problems,  the 
 ownership  of  land  is  also  its  own  reward.  It’s  something  tangible  and  filled  with  promise 
 and purpose. Knowing that a particular portion of land belongs to you is a heady feeling. 

 This  thought  has  been  on  my  mind  as  I  began  studying  the  feature  verse  above.  The  note 
 in  the  margin  of  my  NASB  study  bible  made  a  connection  between  this  verse  and  the 
 Levitcal  mandate  wherein  members  of  the  tribe  of  Levi  were  not  given  a  portion  of  the 
 promised  land  when  it  was  divided  out  among  the  sons  of  Israel.  Deuteronomy  18:1  says 
 “The  levitical  priests,  the  whole  tribe  of  Levi,  shall  have  no  portion  or  inheritance  with 
 Israel; they shall eat the Lord’s o�erings by fire and His portion.” 

 As  an  American,  reading  this  information  in  my  Bible  generations  and  millenia  later,  I  have 
 had  conflicting  emotions  about  it.  To  be  in  the  tribe  of  Levi  and  to  see  every  other  tribe 
 receive  allotments  of  land  to  work  on  and  build  upon  may  have  (and  probably  did)  cause 
 a  good  deal  of  worry.  How  were  they  to  provide  for  their  families?  But  the  provision  o�ered 
 was  magnificent:  they  would  eat  of  the  Lord’s  o�erings  and  His  portion.  Jehovah,  the 
 Eternal  One,  would  share  with  them  from  His  own  table.  They  devoted  their  lives  in  service 
 to the Almighty, and the Almighty made sure they would not go hungry. 

 Human  nature  is  prone  to  worry  about  the  next  meal,  about  providing  for  the  future,  and 
 the  burden  of  doing  so  is  one  that  is  di�cult  to  set  down.  It’s  one  thing  to  acknowledge  in 
 your  head  that  God  will  provide  what  you  need,  and  quite  another  to  rest  your  needs  in 
 His  hands  and  trust  with  your  heart  that  He  will.  In  my  own  life,  God  has  brought  me  to  a 
 point  where  I  had  to  step  out  on  faith  that  He  would  provide  for  me.  He  has  done  so,  but 
 in  a  way  I  was  not  expecting,  a  way  I  have  no  control  over,  cannot  direct,  and  cannot  plan 
 for. How very like Him! 

 The  Lord’s  Prayer  includes  the  petition  “give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.”  I  believe  that  for 
 the  Levites  this  was  a  much-repeated  plea,  because  they  were  not  able  to  provide  for 
 themselves  and  had  no  choice  but  to  trust  that  Yahweh  would.  It  is  di�cult  to  reduce  your 
 needs  to  “this  day,”  but  “this  day”  is  all  we  are  given.  And  we  can  trust  that  Jehovah  Jireh 
 will provide, from His own table, out of His portion. 

 When  I  seek  Him  and  His  kingdom,  He  provides  all  that  I  need.  When  I  seek  Him  and  His 
 kingdom, He is my portion. 

 Father, we thank You that You are �e Lord Who Provides. We thank You that You are our 
 portion, our inheritance. We thank You that everything we have comes from Your hand, Your 

 table. You are magnificent, and we praise You! 
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