
 As for Me 

 Whatever prayer or supplication is made by any man or by all Your people Israel, each knowing the 
 a�iction of his own heart, and spreading his hands toward this house; then hear in heaven Your 

 dwelling place, and forgive and act and render to each according to all his ways 
 1 Kings 8:38-39a 

 Conviction  can  seem  like  a  tricky  thing.  What  one  is  convicted  of,  another  may  not  be.  I 
 believe  this  is  evidence  that  we  serve  a  very  personal  God.  It  is  not  that  His  laws  are  not 
 true,  not  complete,  and  don’t  apply  to  all,  it  is  that  He  speaks  to  each  of  us  where  we  are 
 and  we  are  all  in  di�erent  places.  In  addition,  some  listen  and  some  don’t.  Some  hear  and 
 obey,  and  some  just  hear.  We  serve  a  personal  God,  and  we  will  be  judged  personally.  I  will 
 not  be  judged  for  what  someone  else  did.  Someone  else  will  not  be  judged  for  what  I  did. 
 My sin is mine alone, and yours is yours alone. 

 I  came  across  the  feature  verses  this  morning  as  I  was  following  the  cross  references  on 
 another  passage  of  scripture.  What  caught  my  attention  in  the  passage  in  1  Kings  is  the 
 phrase  “by  any  man  or  by  all  Your  people.”  Whether  the  whole  or  just  one  person,  we  are 
 each responsible for our state before God. 

 Something  I  have  learned  in  my  walk  with  my  Savior  is  that  conviction  that  lines  up  with 
 scripture  must  be  acted  on.  We  are  tempted  to  justify  our  actions  when  we  look  at  the 
 actions  and  convictions  (or  lack  thereof)  of  other  believers.  If  so-and-so  isn’t  convicted  by 
 this,  then  maybe  I’m  wrong  and  what  I’m  doing  actually  is  okay.  Paul  speaks  to  this  in  his 
 second  letter  to  the  church  at  Corinth  when  he  tells  us  that  when  they  measure 
 themselves  against  themselves  and  compare  themselves  with  themselves  they  are  without 
 understanding.  When  I  look  at  the  choices  fellow  believers  make  and  they  don’t  line  up 
 completely  with  what  has  been  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God,  then  regardless  of  their  ease 
 or  comfort  with  the  choices,  I  must  follow  what  God  has  convicted  me  of.  I  will  not  be 
 judged  by  their  yardstick.  They  will  not  be  judged  by  mine.  Whether  this  group  or  that 
 group  agrees  completely  on  any  given  point,  we  are  instructed  and  required  to  follow  the 
 leading of the Holy Spirit in our own hearts. 

 Whether  we  are  joined  in  one  accord,  or  we  are  standing  alone,  if  the  leading  is  from  the 
 Holy  Spirit,  it  aligns  with  the  written,  revealed  word  of  God,  and  it  is  consistent  with  the 
 character  of  God,  we  must  follow.  We  must  be  willing  to  say  “as  for  me  and  my  house  we  will 
 serve  the  Lord.”  Whether  anyone  stands  with  us  or  not,  we  will  be  judged  on  our  own 
 choices  and  our  own  actions.  God  our  Father  knows  our  hearts;  He  knows  each  heart 
 individually.  He  alone  knows  the  hearts  of  all  the  sons  of  men,  verse  39  tells  us.  He  will  see 
 your  choice,  even  if  you  are  hidden  among  a  crowd  of  others  who  don’t  make  the  same 
 one. 

 Father, we thank You that You are intimately involved in our lives, individually and 
 personally. We thank You that You call each of us to Yourself, and Your Spirit resides in each 

 of us. We thank You for Your guiding hand, and we ask that You help us follow You at all costs. 
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