
 Go Easy 

 And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your 
 word with all confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take 

 place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus. 
 Acts 4:29-30 

 As  a  race,  we  have  a  tendency  to  want  the  easy  way,  don’t  we?  Nothing  strenuous,  nothing 
 taxing.  Just  make  everything  easy  and  unchallenged.  We  falter  at  the  least  little  bit  of 
 push-back.  The  values  and  morals  that  are  commonplace  in  this  day  and  age  have  gotten 
 to  where  they  are  because  we  have  taken  the  easy  way  out.  We  sit  down  and  shut  up  and 
 let  people  do  what  they  want.  To  do  otherwise  requires  a  fire  and  commitment  that  we 
 seem to have lost. 

 I  had  occasion  to  study  the  first  part  of  Acts  recently,  and  the  feature  verses  jumped  o� 
 the  page  at  me.  If  you’re  not  familiar,  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  chronicles  the  birth  of  the 
 church  and  their  exponential  growth  during  the  first  century.  Chapter  4  tells  the  account 
 of  when  Peter  and  John  were  preaching  at  the  temple  and  were  arrested  for  their 
 message.  After  spending  a  night  in  jail,  they  were  brought  before  the  council  of  rulers  and 
 elders  and  scribes  and  priests  and  told  to  cease  and  desist,  but  “as  they  observed  the 
 confidence  of  Peter  and  John  and  understood  that  they  were  uneducated  and  untrained 
 men,  they  were  amazed,  and  began  to  recognize  them  as  having  been  with  Jesus”  (vs  13). 
 They  threatened  Peter  and  John,  commanding  them  not  to  speak  or  teach  in  the  name  of 
 Jesus.  Their  response  is  an  ideal  for  all  of  us  to  aspire  to  (vs  19-20).  They  threatened  the 
 apostles  further  but  then  let  them  go.  Upon  their  release,  they  returned  to  their 
 companions  and  told  them  all  of  what  happened.  Their  companions  immediately  “lifted 
 their voices to God with one accord.” 

 What  struck  me  is  their  request,  found  in  the  feature  verses.  If  I  had  been  participating  in 
 that  prayer,  it  may  have  sounded  a  little  di�erent.  “And  now,  Lord,  take  note  of  their 
 threats,  and  make  them  shut  their  mouths.  Don’t  let  them  disagree  with  us  or  harass  us. 
 Make  them  go  easy  on  us.”  But  that’s  not  what  they  asked.  “Take  note  of  their  threats,  and 
 grant that Your bond-servants speak Your word with all confidence.” 

 They  were  not  concerned  with  the  opposition;  they  simply  wanted  a  greater  boldness, 
 increased  commitment,  and  unwavering  confidence  to  speak  the  word  of  God.  Verse  30 
 puts  the  burden  of  proof,  of  signs  and  wonders,  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty.  They  just 
 wanted  to  speak.  May  their  prayer  become  ours  today,  and  may  we  speak  the  word  of  God 
 with  confidence.  May  our  opposition  know  that  we  have  been  with  Jesus,  and  may  we 
 allow the burden of proof to rest in His hands. 

 Father, we thank You for Your strength and Your grace. We thank You that You never fail to 
 grant these requests to speak Your word with confidence. We ask that You give us greater 

 confidence, and increase our commitment to You. 
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