
 Nevertheless 

 Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is 
 everlasting. 
 Psalm 106:1 

 There  are  a  couple  of  verses  in  Psalm  106  that  I  have  marked  in  my  study  Bible.  Both  verses 
 begin  with  “Nevertheless.”  This  is  one  of  those  words  that  resonate  in  my  heart.  I  love  a 
 “but”  or  “however”  in  the  word  of  God,  and  “nevertheless”  is  like  unto  them.  It  means  “in  spite 
 of that, notwithstanding, all the same.” 

 I  grew  up  attending  church,  hearing  Sunday  School  lessons,  messages,  and  teaching 
 about  the  children  of  Israel.  The  Exodus  is  a  familiar  account  to  me  from  my  youth,  but  I 
 had  never  taken  the  time  to  study  it  for  myself.  After  reading  through  the  Exodus  story, 
 reading  in  Psalms  again  takes  on  new  meaning.  There  are  several  Psalms,  106  being  one  of 
 them, that recount the events and acts and wonders of the rescue from slavery. 

 As  I  reflect  on  the  history  of  the  children  of  Israel  there  are  a  lot  of  nevertheless’s.  There  is 
 ample  evidence  of  the  patience  and  lovingkindness  and  care  of  the  God  of  Israel.  I  can 
 think  to  myself  that,  had  I  been  part  of  the  crowd  standing  by  the  Red  Sea  and  seeing  it 
 part,  walking  on  the  seabed  on  dry  ground,  that  I  would  never  doubt  the  power,  the  truth 
 of  the  One  True  God.  Had  I  witnessed  firsthand  the  cloud  by  day  and  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
 I  would  never  have  wondered  if  He  abandoned  us.  If  I  had  been  sustained  by  the  “bread  of 
 heaven”  I  would  have  been  ever  confident  in  His  ability  to  provide.  If  I  had  observed  the 
 horror  of  the  Israelites  struck  down  by  the  justice  of  God  due  to  their  wandering  hearts,  I 
 would never have wandered myself. 

 However...I  have  doubted  His  power,  His  truth.  I  have  wondered  if  He  left  me  to  fend  for 
 myself.  I  have  been  doubtful  of  His  ability  and  willingness  to  provide.  My  heart  has 
 wandered  far  from  Him.  I  have  the  true-life  account  of  His  works  in  His  word,  yet  I  have 
 doubted  His  e�cacy  in  my  life.  I  have  wondered  if  His  patience  with  me  has  an  end,  if  I  will 
 try  Him  one  too  many  times,  and  He  will  wash  His  hands  of  me.  I  have  wondered  if  one  day 
 I will sin too much, too big, for Him to forgive. 

 When  I  read  the  “nevertheless”  verses  in  this  Psalm,  my  heart  is  reassured.  “Nevertheless  He 
 saved  them  for  the  sake  of  His  name.”  “Nevertheless  He  looked  upon  their  distress  when 
 He  heard  their  cry;  and  He  remembered  His  covenant  for  their  sake.”  When  I  wander,  He 
 still  sees,  hears,  and  loves.  He  still  acts,  He  still  saves,  He  still  rescues,  redeems,  and 
 restores. Praise the Lord for He is good and His mercy endures forever. 

 Father, we thank You for Your everlasting mercy. We thank You that You know us, know our 
 fickle hearts, and yet love us. We thank You that You have made a way for us, the Only Way, to 

 come back to You, and Your lovingkindness never fails. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


