
 Compassion 

 Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear 
 Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust. 

 Psalm 103:13-14 

 I  looked  up  the  definition  of  compassion  this  morning.  Oxford  Dictionary  defines  it  as 
 “sympathetic  pity  or  concern  for  the  su�erings  or  misfortunes  of  others.”  Plugging  that 
 definition  into  the  feature  verses  above,  Father  God  has  sympathetic  pity  or  concern  for 
 the  su�erings  or  misfortunes  we  who  fear  Him  encounter.  That  in  itself  is  huge.  The 
 Creator  of  the  Universe,  the  One  who  spoke  everything  into  existence,  the  One  who  picked 
 up dust and molded man, has compassion on us. 

 I  think  about  my  daughter  and  my  grandsons  and  the  deep  compassion  I  feel  when  they 
 are  experiencing  su�ering.  I  know  how  it  pulls  at  my  heart,  how  I  ache  to  make  it  better  for 
 them.  This  verse  tells  us  that  our  Father  feels  the  same  way  towards  us,  and  even  more  so, 
 more than we can begin to understand. 

 But  what  captured  my  heart  this  morning  is  the  fact  that  the  feature  verses  came  on  the 
 heels  of  a  verse  that  is  very  familiar,  that  has  ministered  to  my  heart,  and  continues  to 
 speak  to  me.  “As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  far  has  He  removed  our  transgressions 
 from  us.”  This  compassion  spoken  of  in  verse  13  is  sympathetic  pity  or  concern  for  the 
 su�erings  we  ourselves  have  caused  by  our  own  actions,  by  our  transgressions,  by 
 breaking His law. He  still  has compassion on us. 

 We  sin,  we  go  against  His  law,  and  He  has  sympathy  and  concern  for  our  su�ering, 
 su�ering  that  comes  about  because  we  sin  and  go  against  HIs  law.  How  marvelous  is 
 that?  That  reality,  that  truth,  blew  through  me  this  morning.  He  Himself  knows  our  frames, 
 knows  that  we  are  but  dust.  He  knows  that  we  break  His  law,  that  we  struggle  and  fight  and 
 give in and experience sorrow, and He has compassion on it all. 

 This  truth  does  not  give  us  license  to  sin.  We  are  still  called  to  be  set  apart,  to  be  holy  as 
 He  is  holy.  We  are  still  to  bow  at  His  feet  and  set  aside  our  own  wills  and  follow  Him.  But 
 when  we  stray,  when  we  fail  (and  we  all  fail)  He  has  compassion  on  us.  Verse  10  in  the  same 
 chapter  tells  us  “He  has  not  dealt  with  us  according  to  our  sins,  nor  rewarded  us 
 according  to  our  iniquities.”  I  know  from  my  own  life  that  He  has  withheld  consequences. 
 He  is  compassionate  and  gracious,  slow  to  anger  and  abounding  in  loving  kindness  (vs  8). 
 He  is  still  holy,  however.  I  pray  that  as  I  walk  with  Him  day  by  day  that  each  day  I  will 
 transgress  less,  each  day  I  will  step  closer  to  Him.  But  I  know  that  when  I  fail,  He  will  still 
 love me. 

 Father, we thank You that You are a God of compassion, of mercy and grace. We thank You for 
 Your bottomless love for us. We thank You that You have paid the debt we could never pay. We 

 praise You for Your loving kindness and compassion. 
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