
 Community 

 My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in a 
 blameless way is the one who will minister to me. 

 Psalm 101:6 

 I  have  heard  many  messages  from  various  trusted  teachers  regarding  the  necessity  of 
 living  in  community.  If  we  look  at  the  early  church  in  Acts,  we  see  just  how  seriously  they 
 took  this  idea.  They  preferred  one  another,  they  consistently  chose  the  company  of  those 
 who followed The Way over those who followed the world. 

 This  is  something  that  was  an  object  of  prayer  in  my  heart  when  I  returned  to  Christ.  I 
 specifically  prayed  that  God  would  provide  me  with  strong  and  godly  women  to  fill  the 
 gaps  left  by  those  friendships  that  no  longer  supported  my  goals  and  pursuits.  He 
 answered  that  prayer  in  spades,  and  I  have  been  blessed  with  a  group  of  women  to  rely 
 upon,  to  call  upon  when  I  am  in  need,  to  o�er  support  and  encouragement,  counsel  from 
 His word, prayer, and truth when truth is not what I want to hear. 

 Who  is  your  community?  Who  do  you  surround  yourself  with?  Those  who  commit  obvious 
 sins  are  easier  to  identify  and  avoid,  but  what  about  those  who  harbor  pride  and 
 arrogance,  who  cultivate  negativity  and  scorn  in  their  hearts?  We  become  like  those  we 
 spend  time  with.  I  have  seen  this  played  out  in  my  life  over  and  over.  I  am  thankful  that 
 God has surrounded me with those who are following Him. 

 As  I  looked  at  the  feature  verse,  a  couple  of  things  stood  out  to  me.  David  is  looking  for 
 the  “faithful  of  the  land”  so  they  could  “dwell”  with  him.  In  this  usage,  dwell  means  to  sit  with 
 me,  as  in  a  council,  those  who  o�er  advice  and  guidance.  The  word  translated  “faithful” 
 literally  means  to  build  up  or  support.  David  has  determined  that  those  who  will  serve  as 
 his  counselors  will  be  those  who  are  true  followers  of  the  God  of  Israel,  those  who  build 
 and support rather than tear down and undermine. 

 The  other  thing  that  stood  out  to  me  is  his  statement  that  those  who  “walk  in  a  blameless 
 way”  will  be  the  ones  who  “minister”  to  him.  Who  am  I  allowing  into  my  inner  circle?  I  have 
 been  given  a  purpose,  work  to  do  for  the  Kingdom.  My  companions,  those  who  touch  my 
 soul,  whose  counsel  I  invite  and  give  preference  to,  should  be  those  who  also  have 
 Kingdom  goals  in  mind  and  at  the  center  of  everything  they  do,  those  who  walk  in  a 
 blameless  way,  who  live  out  their  lives  in  integrity,  who  choose  to  follow  Christ  even  when 
 following Him doesn’t feel good. 

 We  are  not  creatures  designed  for  solitary  confinement.  We  are  created  in  the  image  of 
 God, who Himself dwells in perfect community. Choose your companions wisely. 

 Father, we thank You that You have created within us the need and desire for community. We 
 ask that You guide us as we choose and develop friendships, that those who become our inner 

 circle are those who point us to You. 
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