
 Consider it Joy 

 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
 your faith produces endurance. 

 James 1:2-3 

 There  are  times  when  I  come  across  a  scripture  and,  to  be  quite  honest,  I  think  “how  in  the 
 world  am  I  supposed  to  do  that?”  It  is  di�cult  to  “consider  it  all  joy”  when  you  are  faced 
 with  trials.  I’ve  had  glimpses  of  that  joy  in  a  particular  situation;  the  joy  that  comes  from 
 knowing  that  my  Creator  has  deemed  me  ready  to  face  a  temptation.  But  in  the  middle  of 
 the temptation, joy is hard to come by. 

 Joy  in  this  verse  has  a  definition  of  “calm  delight”.  I  have  di�culty  applying  that  definition 
 to a trial. Who, when faced with adversity, can sit calmly and smile in delight? 

 It’s  easy  to  look  at  someone  else's  trial  and  encourage  them  to  trust  in  the  Lord  with  all 
 their  heart  and  lean  not  unto  their  own  understanding.  It’s  beyond  my  capability  to  do 
 that  with  my  own.  In  the  middle  of  my  trial,  most  of  the  time  all  I  can  see  is  what  is 
 surrounding  me.  The  temptation  hammering  me,  the  fear  and  doubt  and  failure  that  dog 
 my  steps.  Walking  into  the  trial,  there’s  still  a  little  confidence,  a  little  smug  arrogance  that 
 says  “Oh,  I’ve  got  this!  Easy!”  I  can  use  the  intelligence  Creator  God  has  given  me  and 
 identify  the  opportunities  for  growth,  and  march  right  on.  But  it  never  stays  there.  It 
 always  gets  worse.  I  will  reach  a  point  where  I  will  not  be  able  to  handle  it  on  my  own.  And 
 this is the point where I fail. 

 Paul  the  Apostle  spoke  of  a  trial  in  his  second  letter  to  the  Corinthian  church.  We  don’t 
 know  what  trial  he  was  a�icted  with,  but  we  do  know  that  he  implored  Father  God  to 
 remove  it.  The  answer  was  no,  because  there  was  a  greater  truth  at  work.  This  truth  is 
 becoming  important  in  my  own  life:  “My  grace  is  su�cient  for  you,  for  My  strength  is  made 
 perfect in weakness.” 

 I  know  that  the  scripture  we  have  to  rely  upon  is  there  to  lead  us,  guide  us,  and  teach  us 
 the  truth  that  He  wants  us  to  know.  It  is  not  my  own  strength  that  is  su�cient  for  my  trials. 
 It  is  not  my  own  ability  that  can  keep  me  from  failing.  It  is  only  when  relying  upon  the 
 strength of my Savior that I will be carried through. 

 I  cannot  consider  a  trial  joy,  unless  I  look  at  Him,  unless  I  look  beyond  the  moment  and 
 know  that  “the  testing  of  (my)  faith  produces  endurance.”  Endurance  is  also  translated 
 steadfastness.  It  is  that  steadfastness  that  is  the  goal.  It  is  the  perfecting  of  my  character, 
 the chiseling away of anything that does not look like Christ. The joy is in the outcome. 

 Father, we thank You for Your continual work in us. We thank You that You are always 
 shaping and molding us to conform to the image of Christ. We thank You that You don’t leave 

 us alone in our trials, and we ask that You continue to uphold us with Your strength. 
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