
 Sowing Light 

 Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart. 
 Psalm 97:11 

 I  enjoyed  digging  into  this  verse.  It’s  fairly  short,  but  I  found  a  great  deal  packed  into  it.  It 
 put  in  mind  our  Father  as  a  planter,  a  sower.  The  intentional  planting  of  Himself  within  the 
 fertile soil of our hearts. 

 What  does  it  mean  to  be  righteous  and  upright  in  heart?  In  my  limited  understanding,  I 
 have  always  defined  that  as  a  person  who  does  no  wrong.  Yet,  God’s  word  tells  us  that  no 
 one  is  righteous.  No  one  is  without  sin  or  error.  Everyone  misses  the  mark.  I  believe  that 
 the  Holy  Spirit  led  me  to  understand  that  a  righteous  person  is  one  with  a  broken  and 
 contrite heart. 

 Think  about  a  broken  heart  for  a  moment.  It  is  soft.  The  hard  outer  shell  has  been 
 cracked,  and  the  soft  underbelly  is  accessible.  When  I  compare  that  to  preparing  the  soil 
 for  seed,  I  find  that  ground  that  has  not  been  tilled  up  does  not  receive  seed  well.  It  lays 
 on  the  surface  and  doesn’t  penetrate  to  the  soft  soil  underneath,  the  soil  that  will  grow 
 the  seed.  When  my  heart  is  broken  and  contrite  before  Almighty  God,  there  is  fertile 
 ground for Him to plant His seeds. 

 This  verse  tells  me  that  He  is  planting  Light  and  Gladness.  The  word  translated  “light”  here 
 is  the  Genesis  1:3  light.  The  “Let  there  be  light”  kind  of  light.  The  “in  the  beginning”  kind  of 
 light.  The  creation  of  out  of  nothing  kind  of  light.  It  is  Himself.  He  is  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and 
 the  Light.  With  this  light,  this  illumination,  comes  also  gladness.  I  have  experienced  the  joy 
 of  the  Lord  that  comes  with  the  illumination  of  His  word.  It  is  transcendent,  it  is 
 transformative. It pervades my whole being. It is gleeful, it is joyful, it is pure bliss. 

 He  sows  His  light  and  gladness  into  the  fertile  soil  of  our  righteous  and  upright  hearts, 
 but  then  we  have  choices.  We  can  cover  it  up,  we  can  hoard  it  away,  we  can  hide  it  under  a 
 basket.  We  can  smother  and  su�ocate  it.  We  can  turn  from  it  and  refuse  to  walk  in  it.  Mark 
 4:25  tells  us  “For  whoever  has,  to  him  more  shall  be  given;  and  whoever  does  not  have, 
 even what he has shall be taken away.” 

 I  pray  that  as  God  illuminates  His  word  in  my  heart,  that  it  takes  root  and  grows, 
 producing  more  light,  more  joy.  I  pray  that  my  heart  remains  broken  and  contrite  before 
 Him,  providing  fertile  ground  for  Him  to  sow  His  seeds  of  Light  and  Gladness.  I  pray  that 
 He  will  enable  me  to  walk  in  the  light  He  has  sown,  and  trust  that  He  will  continue  to  sow 
 more and more light for my path. 

 Father, we thank You that You are Light, You are Joy. We thank You that You love us so much 
 that You condescend to relate with us, to tend to us, to lead and guide us, to correct us when we 

 err. Help us to walk in the light You have sown in our hearts. 
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