
 Hope 

 For You are my hope; O Lord God, You are my confidence from my youth. 
 Psalm 71:4 

 I  love  this  verse.  I  love  it  even  more  after  I  began  digging  into  it  and  allowing  God  to  speak 
 to my heart. Oh He is so good! 

 I  looked  at  the  word  translated  “hope”  and  was  intrigued  by  what  I  found.  The  word  literally 
 means  cord  or  attachment  ,  and  figuratively  means  expectation,  or  thing  that  I  long  for.  It 
 comes  from  a  root  word  that  means  to  be  bound  by  twisting  together  and  is  often 
 translated  “wait”,  with  the  implication  of  waiting  with  expectation.  When  I  read  the  first  part 
 of  that  verse  with  those  definitions,  I  get  “For  You  are  my  attachment.”  What  a  wonderful 
 state of being! 

 The  second  thing  I  looked  at  was  “O  Lord  God.”  This  is  Adonai  (Sovereign,  Master)  Yehovah 
 or  Yahweh  (Covenant  Keeper).  Who  better  to  be  attached  to  than  the  Almighty,  Sovereign 
 Covenant Keeper? Can He fail us? Can He let us down? Can He break promises? 

 Who  else  can  we  have  utter  and  complete  confidence  in  than  the  Sovereign  God?  All  else, 
 all  others  will  fail  us,  will  let  us  down,  will  have  their  own  best  interests  at  heart,  their  own 
 selfish  motives  and  objectives.  He  loves  us  with  an  everlasting,  unconditional,  pure  love. 
 He  makes  promises  to  us,  and  will  keep  them  even  when  we  are  unfaithful,  even  when  we 
 don’t  trust  Him,  even  when  we  turn  away  from  Him.  He  longs  for  us  to  be  completely 
 entwined  with  Him,  to  have  our  hearts  woven  together,  bound.  He  longs  to  support  and 
 love  us,  to  purify  us,  to  produce  in  us  His  own  heart,  to  refine  us  to  reflect  the  Image  of  His 
 Son. 

 When  I  allow  Him  to  twist  my  being  together  with  Him,  I  find  a  resting  place.  I  find  that  the 
 burden  of  support,  the  strength  comes  from  the  Cord  with  which  I  am  entwined.  This  is 
 abiding  in  Him.  It  is  allowing  Him  to  be  the  center,  the  focus  of  my  life.  The  support,  the 
 refuge,  the  rock,  the  hiding  place.  Jesus  asks  us  to  abide  in  Him,  for  apart  from  Him  we 
 can  do  nothing.  To  me,  this  also  means  that  when  I  am  abiding,  He  is  doing  all  the  work. 
 He is working all things together for my good and His glory. 

 I  find  that  my  life  unravels  when  I  unravel  myself  from  Him.  Entwined  with  Him,  attached  to 
 Him,  I  find  that  the  storm  may  rage  around  me,  but  I  am  safe.  I  pray  that  I  become  ever 
 more entwined, ever more bound to Him, for in Him is comfort and rest, in Him is hope. 

 Father, we thank You that You are our hope. We thank You that You entreat us to be bound 
 together with You, to dwell and abide in You. We thank You that You are Adonai, You are 

 Jehovah, the Covenant Keeper. We thank You that we can trust and rest in You. Instill in us a 
 longing to be closer to You, to be more tightly bound to You, 
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