
 Truth and Grace 

 How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You to dwell in Your courts. We will 
 be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple. 

 Psalm 65:4 

 Once  again  I  find  myself  in  the  position  of  pride  in  my  own  righteousness.  I  think  this  is 
 something  I  will  battle  all  my  life.  My  Father  is  faithful  to  point  it  out  to  me,  not  to 
 humiliate  or  diminish  me,  but  to  give  me  the  opportunity  to  confess  so  that  this  sinful 
 mindset  can  be  removed  and  He  can  continue  to  relate  with  me.  It  is  out  of  His  great  love 
 for  us  that  He  convicts  us  of  our  sins.  He  is  Holy  and  Pure,  and  no  sin,  no  darkness,  no 
 ugliness  can  exist  in  His  presence.  But  He  wants  us  to  exist  in  His  presence...and  therein 
 lies the problem. 

 I’ve  been  reading  in  Psalm  65  the  last  couple  of  mornings,  and  the  feature  verse  jumped 
 out  at  me.  I  thought  at  first  that  I  would  explore  what  it  means  to  dwell  in  the  courts  of  the 
 Almighty,  and  in  a  way  I  was  correct.  But  my  Father  wanted  me  to  see  it  di�erently,  and  I 
 am so thankful. 

 Our  feature  verse,  Psalm  65:4,  is  preceded  (oddly  enough)  by  65:3.  I  found  comfort  and 
 discomfort,  truth  and  grace  in  this  verse.  It  says  “Iniquities  prevail  against  me;  as  for  our 
 transgressions,  You  forgive  them.”  I  can  so  identify  with  this  verse:  my  iniquities  prevail 
 against  me,  too.  It  seems  I  am  forever  approaching  my  Father  with  sins  that  I  must 
 confess.  And  then  when  I’m  feeling  confident  and  smug  in  my  own  righteousness,  my  own 
 ability  to  meet  God’s  standard,  I  find  that  pride  has  prevailed  over  me.  I  find  that  my 
 iniquities  are  strong  and  insolent,  great  and  mighty,  and  I  am  not  as  good  as  I  thought  I 
 was.  This  is  the  truth;  I  am  not  able  to  meet  or  maintain  the  standard  of  the  Holy.  There  is 
 no righteousness in me. 

 But  there  is  grace!  “As  for  our  transgressions,  You  forgive  them.”  I  don’t  understand  why  He 
 forgives,  but  He  does.  My  Bible  has  a  notation  on  the  word  “forgive”  that  shows  that  the 
 original  word  is  literally  translated  “cover  over,  atone  for”.  Oh  my  goodness,  the  mercy  in 
 that  thought!  He  Who  is  Holy,  Who  is  Pure,  Who  is  Righteous,  atoned  for  my 
 transgressions! What His justice required, His mercy provided. 

 He,  Who  existed  in  a  state  of  perfection  without  anyone  or  anything  else,  wanted  to  create 
 an  outlet  for  His  great  love  -  us.  He  created  us  so  He  could  love  us,  and  so  we  could 
 choose  Him  and  love  Him.  And  out  of  His  great  love,  He  provided  a  way  wherein  He 
 Himself  could  atone  for  our  sinfulness,  so  that  we  could,  indeed,  dwell  in  His  courts  .  How 
 blessed  is the one whom You choose and bring near to You! 

 Father, we thank You for Your great love for us. We thank You that out of Your love, You 
 provided an atonement for our sins. We are not worthy of this gift of love, but we are thankful 

 for it. Help us to remember that it is You who has covered over our iniquity so that we may 
 dwell with You. 
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